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City Council Meeting Minutes - AMENDED 
Kirkwood City Hall 

Thursday, July 2, 2026 7:00 p.m. 
 

Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given by the Mayor, the City Council convened 
on Thursday, July 2, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at Kirkwood City Hall, 139 South Kirkwood Road, 
Kirkwood, Missouri. Present: Mayor Gibbons, Council Members Arnold, Burkett, 
Lavender, McLean, and Schaefer. Also in attendance were Chief Administrative Officer 
Darren Lamb, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer David Weidler, City Clerk Laurie 
Asche, and City Attorney Jackie Graves. Council Member Jaksetic was absent and 
excused.  

 
INTRODUCTIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 

NONE 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NONE 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
1. George Wootten, 555 Couch, spoke in regards to and recommended the City 

sell the Water Department.  
2. Victoria Bader, 323 Greenleaf Drive, spoke in regards to preserving historic 

homes in Kirkwood.  
3. Lynn Broeder, 555 Couch, spoke in regards to the Electric and Water 

Departments.  Requests that the City ask the State Auditor to audit the 
Electric situation.  

4. Paul Nesvig, 540 Goethe Avenue, spoke in regards to advocating in favor of 
permits to build on structures that currently exist on a footprint that is within 
new setbacks.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council 
Member Burkett to approve the Consent Agenda. The Consent Agenda was approved 
with all in favor. 
 

a) Approval of June 18, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Bill 11130, amending Article Ill, Offenses Concerning Administration of Justice, of 
Chapter 17, Offenses, Miscellaneous, of the City of Kirkwood Code of Ordinances to 
add a new Section 17-43 to prohibit interfering with a first responder, was brought 
before the City Council. A discussion took place.   
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Council Member Burkett stated for the record the following, “I support protecting first 
responders from genuine physical obstruction and threats. What I cannot support is 
language this broad. The “no legitimate purpose” standard gives officers too much 
subjective authority to decide who may remain in a lawful public space. That could 
affect witnesses, journalists, family members, and community members who are not 
interfering with anyone’s work. 
The 20-foot perimeter also concerns me because it risks criminalizing proximity rather 
than actual obstruction. Presence near a public incident is not the same thing as 
interfering with a first responder. 
 
I do not believe we should pass a new criminal ordinance unless the language is 
narrow, clear, legally sound, and fully vetted. 
 
If the goal is true obstruction, I would welcome a revised bill focused on physical 
interference, threats, blocking access, or conduct that actually prevents a first responder 
from doing their job. But this bill does not strike that balance, so I will be voting no.” 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “No” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “No” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
The Bill, having received majority approval of the Council, was adopted and became 
Ordinance 10949. 
 
 Bill 11131, amending Article VII, Offenses Concerning Motor Vehicles, of Chapter 
14, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, of the City of Kirkwood Code of Ordinances to add a 
new Section 14-368 to prohibit vision-reducing material applied to windshield or 
windows without permit, was brought before the City Council. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
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The Bill, having received majority approval of the Council, was adopted and became 
Ordinance 10950. 
 
 Bill 11132, amending Article VII, Offenses Concerning Property, of Chapter 17, 
Offenses, Miscellaneous, of the City of Kirkwood Code of Ordinances to add a new 
Section 17-128 for the purpose of adding a new offense called Unlawfully Gaining Entry 
into a Motor Vehicle, was brought before the City Council. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
The Bill, having received majority approval of the Council, was adopted and became 
Ordinance 10951. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 Resolution 62-2026, authorizing the filing of an application with the Municipal Park 
Grant Commission of St. Louis County, Missouri to fund improvements to Meacham Park 
Memorial Park, was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council 
Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member Arnold to accept the Resolution as 
read. A discussion took place.  
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 63-2026, accepting the proposal of S.M. Wilson & Co. for General 
Contracting Services and Repairs on an as needed basis at the rates provided in the 
memo, not to exceed budgeted funds, and authorizing and directing the Mayor to enter 
into a contract, was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council 
Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member McLean to accept the Resolution 
as read.  A discussion took place.  
 
  Roll Call: 
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  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 64-2026, accepting the proposal of Stonebridge Roofing & Siding for 
Kirkwood Fire House #2 roof replacement in the not to exceed of $68,408.20 
(which includes a 9.97% contingency in the amount of $6,200) and authorizing and 
directing the Mayor to enter into a contract, was brought before the City Council. Motion 
was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member Burkett to 
accept the Resolution as read.  A discussion took place.  
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 65-2026, accepting the bid of Anixter, Inc. for the purchase of a 
500kVA Transformer for the St. Louis Community College Ballfield in the amount of 
$27,200 and authorizing and directing the Director of Procurement to issue a Purchase 
Order, was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member 
Burkett and seconded by Council Member Lavender to accept the Resolution as read.  
A discussion took place.  
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 66-2026, authorizing and directing the Mayor to enter into a Site 
Agreement with Strategic Materials, Inc. for the placement of a ripple glass collection 
bin at the Francis Scheidegger Recycling Depository, was brought before the City 
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Council. Motion was made by Council Member Burkett and seconded by Council 
Member Lavender to accept the Resolution as read.  A discussion took place.  
 
Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member 
Lavender to suspend Robert’s Rule of Order to allow the vendor to address the Council.  
The motion passed with all in favor.  A discussion took place.  
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 67-2026, accepting the single source quote of Routeware for 
Recollect Software for the Sanitation Division (pursuant to HGAC Cooperative Contract 
#FL 10-24A) in the amount of $27,220.44 for the initial term of 12 months with the 
option to renew for up to four additional 12 month terms, contingent upon budgetary 
approval and not to exceed budgeted funds, and authorizing and directing the Mayor to 
enter into a contract, was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council 
Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member McLean to accept the Resolution 
as read. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
        CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

NONE 
 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS 
 Council Member Burkett requested that her comments made during the discussion 
of Bill 11130 be made part of the official record. 
 
 Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member 
Lavender to bring Resolution 64-2026 back to the floor for reconsideration.  The motion 
passed with all in favor.   
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Resolution 64-2026, accepting the proposal of Stonebridge Roofing & Siding for 
Kirkwood Fire House #2 roof replacement in the not to exceed of $68,408.20 
(which includes a 9.97% contingency in the amount of $6,200) and authorizing and 
directing the Mayor to enter into a contract, was brought before the City Council. Motion 
was made by Council Member McLean and seconded by Council Member Arnold to 
accept the Resolution as read.  A discussion took place.  
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   Absent 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Mayor Gibbons reported on the following: 

• A timeline of events regarding recent discussion about the Electric 
Department was given.  

o At the June 11th Council work session, staff provided an After-
Action Report which identified what happened in Electric and 
resulting corrections. At the same June 11th Council work 
session, the Council directed staff to create an RFP for a forensic 
audit to further explain the situation and confirm whether there 
was fraud.  

o June 12th, Mayor Gibbons called the State Auditor. 
• Chief Administrative Officer Lamb stated: 

o Staff has begun drafting the RFPs to be sent to audit firms with 
expertise in forensic audits. This could be sent as early as next 
week. 

o On June 29th, discussion was held with Brandon Alexander, 
Chief of Staff; and Mary Johnson, an investigator; both in the 
State Auditor’s Office. After a verbal presentation of the After-
Action Report, Brandon A. and Mary J. suggested to move 
forward with the RFPs for forensic audit, as this would likely 
yield faster responses than any from the State Auditor’s Office. 
It should be noted that the City must pay for such an audit. 

o Staff suggested that two of the new Council Members sit on the 
selection committee for an audit firm with Mr. Lamb. 

 
 Council Member Burkett reported on the following: 

• The Parks and Recreation Department will be at Meacham Park 
Memorial Park on July 13th, 2026, from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. collecting 
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feedback on potential upgrades of the park. She encouraged citizens to 
attend. 

 
  
 
Mayor Gibbons reported on the following: 

• The Freedom Festival will be held on July 4th at Kirkwood Park. 
Fireworks will begin at approximately 9:15 p.m. and live music will be 
hosted. She encouraged citizens to attend.  

 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORTS 

 Mr. Lamb had nothing addition to report.  
 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 
Ms. Graves had nothing to report. 

 
CITY CLERK REPORTS 

 Ms. Asche reported on the following items: 
1. Upcoming Public Hearings: 

July 16, 2026 
    

1. A request for a Zoning Map Amendment from B-4, Planned Commercial 
District, to B-2, Central Business District, for the property addressed as 422 
South Clay Avenue. 

2. A request for a Zoning Code Text Amendment regarding clarifications and 
revisions to the Zoning Code. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the formal meeting 
was adjourned at 7:51 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Kirkwood City Council will 
take place at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 16, 2026. 
 

_____________________________________ 
Laurie Asche 
City Clerk 


