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City Council Meeting Minutes 
Kirkwood City Hall 

Thursday, June 18, 2026 7:00 p.m. 
 

Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given by the Mayor, the City Council convened 
on Thursday, June 18, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at Kirkwood City Hall, 139 South Kirkwood 
Road, Kirkwood, Missouri. Present: Mayor Gibbons, Council Members Arnold, Burkett, 
Jaksetic, Lavender, McLean, and Schaefer. Also in attendance were Chief Administrative 
Officer Darren Lamb, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer David Weidler, City Clerk 
Laurie Asche, Director of Parks and Recreation Kyle Henke, Director of Public Services 
Chris Krueger, and City Attorney Jackie Graves.  

 
INTRODUCTIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 

NONE 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NONE 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
1. Elizabeth Sparks-Holmes, 347-B Autumn Creek Drive, spoke regarding her 

candidacy for Missouri’s Second District in the United States House of 
Representatives.  

2. Elizabeth Shands, 912 Bernice Avenue, spoke regarding the Back to School 
Rally hosted by the Meacham Park Neighborhood Improvement Association 
on August 8th, their needs for donations/supplies, and methods of donating 
supplies. 

3. Ellen Smith, 801 N Taylor Avenue, spoke on behalf of the Citizens for Historic 
Kirkwood group regarding the prevention of historic home demolition, and 
related powers of the City Council and Landmarks Commission. 

4. Tom Moser, 631 Mistletoe, spoke regarding the Water Department staff and 
the future of the Water Department. 

5. Janelle Criscione, 125 E Clinton, spoke regarding the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
article regarding the Water Department and the costs of repairing the City’s 
water infrastructure. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council 
Member Arnold to approve the Consent Agenda. It was requested that items c) and d) 
be removed for further discussion. The Consent Agenda with items c) and d) removed 
was approved with all in favor. 
 

a) Approval of June 4, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 
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b) Resolution 53-2026, designating Council Members Justin Arnold and Gina 
Jaksetic as members of the Audit Committee for a term through April 2028 

c) Resolution 54-2026, accepting the bid of Concourse Tech, Inc. in the amount 
of$17,219.75 for renewal of the Delinea Software for the MIS Department and 
authorizing and directing the Director of Procurement to issue a Purchase Order 
(removed and placed at the end of the agenda) 

d) Resolution 55-2026, amending and readopting the City of Kirkwood Fee 
Schedules pertaining to the Recreation Department (removed and placed at the 
end of the agenda) 

e) Resolution 61-2026, appointing members to various Boards and Commissions 
 
Monica Silva McArthur of the Local Housing Authority and Dan Hunzeker of the Aquatic 
Advisory Council introduced themselves to the City Council as new members of their 
respective boards. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Bill 11128, appropriating $6,010 from the Equitable Sharing Fund Balance to the 
Police Department Machinery and Equipment Account, accepting the single source 
quote of Elastec, Inc. in the amount of $6,010 for the purchase of a Drug Terminator 
Machine for the Police Department and authorizing and directing the Director of 
Procurement to issue a Purchase Order, was brought before the City Council. A 
discussion took place. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
The Bill, having received majority approval of the Council, was adopted and became 
Ordinance 10947. 
 
 Bill 11129, amending the Kirkwood Code of Ordinances, Chapter 14, Article VIII, 
Section 14-396 "Schedule F: Speed Limit Designations", Subsection "(f) 15 miles per 
hour", was brought before the City Council. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
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  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
The Bill, having received majority approval of the Council, was adopted and became 
Ordinance 10948. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 Bill 11130, amending Article Ill, Offenses Concerning Administration of Justice, of 
Chapter 17, Offenses, Miscellaneous, of the City of Kirkwood Code of Ordinances to 
add a new Section 17-43 to prohibit interfering with a first responder, was brought 
before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded 
by Council Member McLean to accept the Bill as read. A discussion took place. 
 
Motion was made by Council Member Burkett and seconded by Council Member 
Jaksetic to continue the Bill to the July 16, 2026 formal Council meeting. A discussion 
took place. The motion failed with Mayor Gibbons and Council Members Lavender and 
Burkett in favor and Council Members McLean, Jaksetic, Arnold, and Schaefer 
opposed. 
 
The Bill received first reading approval with Council Members Lavender and Burkett 
opposed and was held over. 
 
 Bill 11131, amending Article VII, Offenses Concerning Motor Vehicles, of Chapter 
14, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, of the City of Kirkwood Code of Ordinances to add a new 
Section 14-368 to prohibit vision-reducing material applied to windshield or windows 
without permit, was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council 
Member Arnold and seconded by Council Member Jaksetic to accept the Bill as read. A 
discussion took place. 
 
The Bill received first reading approval and was held over. 
 
 Bill 11132, amending Article VII, Offenses Concerning Property, of Chapter 17, 
Offenses, Miscellaneous, of the City of Kirkwood Code of Ordinances to add a new 
Section 17-128 for the purpose of adding a new offense called Unlawfully Gaining Entry 
into a Motor Vehicle, was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council 
Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member Burkett to accept the Bill as read. A 
discussion took place. 
 
The Bill received first reading approval and was held over. 
 
 Resolution 56-2026, authorizing the Mayor to enter into a contract with St. Louis 
County Health Department for Vector Control Services at the rates set forth in the contract 
for an initial term of 12 months with the option to renew for up to four additional 12 month 
terms, contingent upon budgetary approval and not to exceed budgeted funds, was 
brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Lavender and 
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seconded by Council Member McLean to accept the Resolution as read. A discussion 
took place. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 57-2026, adopting the 2026 Kirkwood Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan to establish a framework for long-term planning, investment, and systemwide 
priorities for the City of Kirkwood Parks and Recreation system, was brought before the 
City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council 
Member Arnold to accept the Resolution as read. A discussion took place. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 58-2026, accepting the bid of Leritz Contracting in the amount not to 
exceed $71,389.57 (which includes a 10% contingency in the amount of 
$6,490.00) for the East Jefferson Parking Lot Project and authorizing and directing the 
Mayor to enter into a contract, was brought before the City Council. Motion was made 
by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member Burkett to accept the 
Resolution as read. A discussion took place. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
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 Resolution 59-2026, accepting the bid of St. Louis Composting, Inc. at the rates 
provided in the memo for Yard Waste Disposal for the Sanitation Division for an initial 
term of 12 months with the option to renew for up to four additional 12 month terms, 
contingent upon budgetary approval and not to exceed budgeted funds, and authorizing 
and directing the Mayor to enter into a contract, was brought before the City Council. 
Motion was made by Council Member Burkett and seconded by Council Member 
McLean to accept the Resolution as read. A discussion took place. 
 
Motion was made by Council Member McLean and seconded by Council Member 
Schaefer to amend the Resolution by adding “authorize an amount not to exceed 
$85,000 on an annual basis”. A discussion took place. The motion was withdrawn. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 60-2026, accepting the proposal of JL Contracting at the rates 
provided in the line item pricing and labor rates sheets for On-call Water System 
Services for the Water Division for an initial term of 12 months with the option to renew 
for up to four additional 12 month terms, contingent upon budgetary approval and not to 
exceed budgeted funds, and authorizing and directing the Mayor to enter into a 
contract, was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member 
McLean and seconded by Council Member Burkett to accept the Resolution as read. A 
discussion took place. 
 
Council Member Schaefer stated for the record: 
 
“This Resolution in front of us tonight was predictable. This started 14 years ago when 
our CAO suggested transferring $720,000 from the water to our general revenue as he 
called it a dividend for the citizens, for the ability to fund more street repairs, deferring 
the maintenance of our water system. We transfer the money if the enterprise fund is 
healthy and repairs and upgrades are continued. They did not. We leveraged our future 
at that point. And so for 12 years and millions of dollars, they were diverted to the 
general fund, leaving our water mains to continue to age and fail. Out of sight, out of 
mind. We, the Council, in 2024 voted unanimously to stop these transfers. Then we 
hired a firm to do a study on our operations. Part of their findings – we were way behind 
in replacement of our mains and upgrades. They also said we were going to have to 
raise our rates to try and catch up. We had three different subcommittees to evaluate 
what our next steps should be moving forward. Since our last subcommittee concluded, 
we have lost nine Water Department employees. Many were our key employees who 
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knew our operations daily and our emergency calls. Many leaving their families for their 
life events just to maintain our systems in bad weather and when needed. Thank you if 
you’re listening. Which brings me back to the Resolution this evening. And now we have 
to hire an outside contractor, who I like, just want you to know that, no dig, who hired 
our guys for a stable work environment, for our weekends, after hours, and emergency 
situations because we lost our crews. Again, this was a predictable outcome when we 
didn’t finish the job we started. Thank you for your time.” 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
        CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 Resolution 54-2026, accepting the bid of Concourse Tech, Inc. in the amount of 
$17,219.75 for renewal of the Delinea Software for the MIS Department and authorizing 
and directing the Director of Procurement to issue a Purchase Order, was brought 
before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded 
by Council Member Lavender to accept the Resolution as read. A discussion took place. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 
 
 Resolution 55-2026, amending and readopting the City of Kirkwood Fee 
Schedules pertaining to the Recreation Department, was brought before the City 
Council. Motion was made by Council Member Lavender and seconded by Council 
Member Burkett to accept the Resolution as read. A discussion took place. 
 
  Roll Call: 
 
  Mayor Gibbons    “Yes” 
  Council Member Arnold   “Yes” 
  Council Member Burkett   “Yes” 
  Council Member Jaksetic   “Yes” 
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  Council Member Lavender  “Yes” 
  Council Member McLean   “Yes” 
  Council Member Schaefer  “Yes” 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS 
 Mayor Gibbons reported on the following: 

• The success and high attendance of the Strawberry Festival held by the Kirkwood 
Historical Society. The festival is held the third Tuesday of June every year. 

• On Tuesday, June 16th, Peter Greenberg of PBS was in Kirkwood for his film on 
Route 66. She read the email from the president of the Kirkwood Historical Society, 
Deb Hill-Jablonski, to the producer of the film, expressing appreciation for Deb and 
the Society. 

• The consideration of the amount of money to be asked of the legislature for the 
funding of Amtrak next year. She provided ridership statistics and encouraged 
listeners to emphasize to legislators the importance of having two daily roundtrip 
trains through Kirkwood. 

 
 Council Member Jaksetic reported on the following: 

• Encouraging listeners to join the Kirkwood Historical Society.  
• Her newly appointed role as Council liaison to the Park Board. She expressed 

appreciation for the Park Board’s meeting on Monday, June 15th, particularly the 
Board’s handling of a budget issue.  

• Challenges with motorized play vehicles and the subcommittee formed to address 
this.  

• A past joint meeting between the Park Board and City Council which took place 
two years ago and the suggestion to hold another joint meeting. 

 
 Council Member Burkett reported on the following: 

• The Human Rights Commission will be at the Farmers’ Market on Saturday, June 
20th.  

• The Police Department’s Hot Dog Dayz will be held starting June 26th, from 11 AM 
– 1 PM, all summer long. She encouraged attendance. The June 26th event will be 
held at Walker Park. 

 
 Council Member Schaefer reported on the following: 

• The Kirkwood House meeting scheduled on June 8th did not have a quorum and 
was rescheduled for June 22nd. He encouraged attendance. 

• Former Council Member Nancy Luetzow is experiencing health issues and he 
encouraged listeners to keep her in their thoughts and prayers. 

 
 Council Member Lavender reported on the following: 

• The Arts Commission’s next Making Music at the Amphitheater at the park is 
scheduled for June 27th, and their Fall Art Show opening at the Kirkwood 
Performing Arts Center is scheduled for August 19th.  

• The Kirkwood Public Library’s monthly scavenger hunt.  
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• Lynn at the Kirkwood Public Library, who has worked on a memory café and 
reminiscent kit for those dealing with dementia. She has received ~$20,000 in 
grants and hosts events once a month with high attendance and attention/inquiry 
from other organizations. 

• The Planning & Zoning Commission had high attendance at their Wednesday 
meeting discussing the Auffenberg properties on North Kirkwood Road. 

 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORTS 

 Mr. Lamb reported on the following: 
• Thanking the Council for taking the time to meet with him individually. 
• Future meetings with the City’s department heads. 

 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 

Ms. Graves had nothing to report. 
 

CITY CLERK REPORTS 
 Ms. Asche reported on the following items: 
 

Report of the June 17, 2026 Planning & Zoning Commission meeting: 

1. By a vote of 8-0, the Commission recommended approval of a Zoning Map 
Amendment from B-4, Planned Commercial District, to B-2, Central Business 
District, for the property addressed as 422 S. Clay Avenue. A public hearing is 
scheduled for July 16th, 2026. 

2. By a vote of 8-0, the Commission recommended approval of a staff-initiated 
Zoning Code Text Amendment regarding clarifications and revisions of the 
zoning code. A public hearing is scheduled for July 16th, 2026. 

3. After a presentation by staff on a Special Use Permit application for an Indoor 
Amusement Facility/Arcade at 118 N. Kirkwood Road, Commissioners Chosid 
and Scott were appointed to a subcommittee for further review. The 
subcommittee will meet at on site on Friday, June 26 at 8:00 am.  

4. After a presentation by staff on three applications for Zoning Map 
Amendments for a total of 12 properties from B-3, Highway Business District, 
and R-4, Single-Residential District, all to R-5, Multifamily Residential District, 
Commissioners Coulson, Salzer-Lutz, and Washington were appointed to a 
subcommittee for further review. The subcommittee will meet on site at 1000 
N. Kirkwood Rd on Monday, June 29 at 8:30 am. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the formal meeting 
was adjourned at 8:39 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Kirkwood City Council will 
take place at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 2, 2026. 
 

_____________________________________ 
Laurie Asche 
City Clerk 


