Agenda
Kirkwood Safe Lighting Committee
Tuesday, July 7, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Main Level Conference Room
Kirkwood City Hall
139 S. Kirkwood Road
Kirkwood, MO 63122

l.  Roll Call
II.  Approval of the June 2, 2026 Meeting Minutes

lll.  Topics and Organization for Kirkwood Ordinance
a. Purpose Statement for Ordinance

b. Residential Lighting
c. Commercial Lighting

IV. Next Steps

Safe Lighting Committee: Chair John Burns; Members Louise Bradshaw, Randy
Burkett, Janet Frain, Linda Jelinek, Jan Roseberry, Scott Stevens, Jennifer Wendt, and
Barry Williams.

Council Liaison: Mayor Liz Gibbons

Staff Liaison: Amy Lowry; Phone: (314) 822-5815, email: lowryag@kirkwoodmo.org

Accommodation: The City of Kirkwood is interested in effective communication for all
persons. Persons requiring an accommodation to attend and participate in the meeting
should contact the City Clerk at 314-822-5802 at least 48 hours before the meeting. With
advance notice of seven calendar days, the City of Kirkwood will provide interpreter
services at public meetings for languages other than English and for the hearing impaired.
Upon request, the minutes from this meeting can be made available in an alternate format,
such as a CD, by calling 314-822-5802.


mailto:lowryag@kirkwoodmo.org

Minutes
Kirkwood Safe Lighting Committee
Tuesday, June 2, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Main Level Conference Room
Kirkwood City Hall
139 S. Kirkwood Road
Kirkwood, MO 63122

Attending: Chair John Burns, Louise Bradshaw, Janet Frain, Linda Jelinek, and Barry
Williams. Also attending: Mayor Liz Gibbons and City Planner Amy Lowry.

Attachments: Kirkwood Outdoor Lighting Code Outline by Chair Burns

Roll Call — Chair Burns called the meeting toorder at 7:05 p.m. Mr. Stevens and
Ms. Roseberry were unable to attend the meeting. Chair Burns added Barry
Williams to the Committee to take the place vacated by Jeanne Norris. Chair
Burns will check in with Ms. Roseberry to see if she wishes to continue on the
Committee. Mayor Gibbons said that Jennifer Wendt and Randy Burkett of Reed
Burkett Lighting Design had also agreed to join'the Committee at the next
meeting.

Approval of the May 5, 2026 Meeting Minutes — Motion to approve by Ms.
Jelinek, seconded by Ms. Bradshaw, and unanimously approved.

Review and Expansion of Lighting Topics for Residential, Commercial, and Public
Lighting/Dark Skies Model Ordinance — Chair Burns presented an outline of
topics for the lighting code based on the listed topics from the previous meeting —
which were in turn taken from review of ordinances from other cities and the Dark
Skies model. He said that it would be helpful to speak with Mr. Burkett regarding
more complex lighting topics, such as for sports fields. The Committee discussed
lighting for sports fields; minimum and maximum lighting levels, especially with
regard to pedestrian areas such as at the library; the use of reflectors on light
fixtures such as bollards; when new lighting fixtures are required under the
current lighting code; curfews or dimming of commercial and residential light
fixtures; and the process for review of code changes through the Planning and
Zoning Commission and then City Council. Ms. Jelinek suggested that the
Committee address approaches for encouraging a positive response to new
lighting regulations such as a recognition or certification program for homes and
businesses. Ms. Bradshaw agreed that such social norming is a great way to
inform and build support for changes. She gave the example of the Bring
Conservation Home Program. She added that outreach from this Committee and
City would be needed as change is a long-term process.

Topics and Organization for Kirkwood Ordinance/Next Steps — The Committee
discussed waiting until the new Kirkwood Electric director is hired to address
street lights. Chair Burns referred to the Dark Skies home assessment that Ms.



Lowry provided as a starting point for residential regulations. He asked that
Committee members come to the next meeting with proposed additions to the
ordinance for residential regulation. Ms. Lowry said that she would be able draft
the ordinance changes based on the Committee’s preferences. There being no
further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

John Burns, Chair

Upon request, these minutes can be made available within three working days in an alternate format, such
as CD, by calling 314-822-5822.



LIGHTING ORDINANCE TOPICS

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL STREET AND OTHER CITY OTHER IDEAS
FLAGPOLE LIGHTS OUT 1 HOUR AFTER CLOSING 2700K FOR STREET LIGHTS LIGHT FEST - EDUCATION
SPORT COURTS DIMMING / MOTION SENSORS PARK AND CITY PROPERTIES DEFINITION OF SECURITY LIGHTING
LANDSCAPE SIGNS - EMCS STANDARDS FOR NEW CITY LIGHTS PHOTOMETRIC TESTING

HOLIDAY LIGHTING

PARKING LOTS

AMEREN REGULATIONS

GRANDFATHERING

STRING LIGHTS

MINIMUM/MAXIMUM LIGHT LEVELS

INFORMATION AT HARDWARE STORES

UPLIGHTING ON TREES AND HOUSES

NO RELECTORS

COMPLAINT COMPLIANCE

FULL CUTOFF NO FLASHING LIGHTS DEFINITIONS

2700K LIMIT LIGHTING REPLACEMENTS — WHEN TO COMPLY PURPOSE

POLE LIGHTS IN YARDS STRING LIGHTS DARK SKY PRESENTATION
LIGHT TRESPASS SPORT COURT LIGHTING — OFF AFTER 1 HOUR AFTER SELF EVALUATION OF LIGHTS

EVENT

NEW HOUSE — ALL LIGHTS TO BE FULL CUTOFF OR
NOT BEYOND THE SOFFIT

BIRD MIGRATION

EXISTING HOUSE ?

MOTION LIGHTS

COLOR LIGHTS

SPORT COURT LIGHTING




Kirkwood Outdoor Lighting Code

L Purpose Statement -
a. Minimize
1. Trespass Light
ii. Sky Glow
iii.  Glare
iv. On When Not Needed
v. Negative Health Impact
vi. Negative Environmental Impact
b. Improve
i. Recognition of all Potential Hazards while driving, biking, walking or standing
ii. Human Well Being, minimize eye glare, eye fatigue and nuisance/distracting/flashing
light
iii. Community Ambiance
iv. Least Possible Environmental Footprint
IL. General Light Application and Recommendations
a. Color (Kelvin, CCT, By Source, energy wave length)
i. 2700 Kelvin General Rule, except where Exception specifically listed
ii. Traffic Speed 45-60 MPH - not to exceed 3500K
iii. Traffic Speed 65 and above MPH — not to exceed 4000K
iv. Sports — high speed reaction time will dictate color — not to exceed S000K
b. Lumens (Energy Density/Square Foot) Application Specific
Curfews
d. Luminaires (Light Fixtures)
i. Full Cutoff
ii. Motion Sensitive
iii.  Photo sensitive
iv. Controls, Timers, Dimmers, Light Color and Other
v. Reflected Light from ALAN (artificial light at night)
II1. Specific Area Application
a. Construction Sites
i. New — All new construction shall adhere to current lighting code requirements
i1. Adding new space of 30% or more of the then existing ground floor living space or
remodel of 50% or more of the then existing ground floor living space will require that
the building exterior lighting be brought up to current lighting code standards.
b. Residential in General
1. Residential Traffic Lighting
1. Elements — Vehicle Roadways, Vehicle Parking Lanes, Separate Bicycle and/or
Pedestrian Lanes and Sidewalks, Buffer Zones, Trespass
2. Roadway Segments —roadway xx_lumens/sq.ft, sidewalk/path  xx
lumens/sq.ft, buffer xx lumens/sq.ft, trespass  xx_ lumens/sq.ft
a. straight and gentle curving roadway sections — add 10-foot buffer zone on
each side of road, then check trespass light. If parallel parking lane exists,
add 10-foot buffer after parking lane. If sidewalk or bike/pedestrian path
exists, add 5-foot buffer after walk or path, then check trespass light.
b. sharp curves, 3-way and 4-way intersections — same elements of spacing
and lumen except roadway lumens/sq.ft.
c. areas with significant restricted visibility and/or other concealed driving
hazards — same as sharp curves and intersections requirements
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3. Local resident lighting requests — if a majority of residents of any unlit streets area
in Kirkwood request street lighting, the city will begin the process to determine
the appropriateness of such a project and if approved will make an estimate of
cost and priority and add it to their city plan.

ii. Residential Landscape and Exterior House Illumination

1. House Lighting

2. Yard Lighting

c. Parks Lands
d. City Properties
e. Sports Fields
1. During Sport Activity — the game is on
ii. During Sport Event, other than sport activity — set-up, clean-up, disembark
iii. More than one level and color of lighting area
Parking Lots
Retail and Walk-in Service Providers to the General Public
Churches
Schools
Industrial
City Streets not covered elsewhere in this code
Bicycle and Pedestrian Pathways, not shared by motor vehicles
. Flag Poles
Temporary Lighting
1. Seasonal & Holidays
ii. Special Events
iii. Construction Sites
o. Internal House and Building Lights that shine to the outside of the structure
p. Dual Applications intersection of needs and restrictions
Signs
Code Compliance
a. Exceptions
i. Grandfather
1. Existing Residential Private Property
2.
i1. City Approved
1. Requires super majority Council Vote
2. Requires written record of who approved and why
iii.  Other Government Agency and Utility Regulatory Code Conflicts
b. Penalties, Warnings, Fines, Re-Build Mandates
c. Appeals
d. Complaints
Definitions, Acronyms and Key Reference Links
Education
a. Public Activities
1. Light Fest
ii. Greentree
iii.  Lights Out Events
iv. Dark Sky Presentations
b. Reference Material — Living Library (not part of code)
i. Shopping for Code Friendly Lights, Fixtures and Controls
il. Lighting Research Findings
iii. Misc Topics Links
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Kirkwood Outdoor Lighting -revisions and additions to existing code.
July 2026 draft

Purpose Statement —

This section provides development standards intended to strike a balance of safety and aesthetics
by providing lighting regulations for all outdoor uses.

These regulations are designed to minimize light trespass, sky glow, and harmful glare.
Improvements in outdoor lighting can reduce potential hazards while driving, walking or biking
through our community. Appropriate outdoor lighting will enhance the character and appeal of
the city of Kirkwood for residents and visitors.

Outdoor lighting that is on when it is not needed has negative impacts for human health and the
health of our environment and neighborhoods.

Residential
i. Residential Landscape and Exterior House Illumination
1. House Lighting
2. Yard Lighting
(extracted from Ellisville)
e Light fixtures must be full cut-off
e Light fixtures must be aimed directly downward (e.g. ninety degrees perpendicular) to the
ground.

o Exception-Decorative uplighting is allowed to be aimed at a vertical surface so
long as it is shielded in such a way that the light does not leak above the height of
the surface or the overhand of the soffit.

e Lamps may not exceed a CCT of two thousand seven hundred (2,700)K.
e Lamps mush be completely recessed so that the lamp is not visible.
e No light shall be emitted above ninety degrees from the lamp.

o Exception-Uplighting of American Flag poles is allowed as long as it does not

exceed 2,700 K.



