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Kirkwood City Hall
Thursday, April 2, 2026 7:00 p.m.

Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given by the Mayor, the City Council convened on Thursday, April 2, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at Kirkwood City Hall, 139 South Kirkwood Road, Kirkwood, Missouri. Present: Mayor Gibbons, Council Members Jaksetic, Luetzow, McLean, Rheinnecker, and Zimmer. Also in attendance were Interim Chief Administrative Officer David Weidler, City Clerk Laurie Asche, Director of Planning and Development Services Jonathan Raiche, City Planner II Amy Lowry, Communications Manager Jessica Winter, and City Attorney Jackie Graves. Council Member Schaefer was absent and excused.

INTRODUCTIONS AND RECOGNITIONS
NONE

PRESENTATIONS
NONE

PUBLIC HEARINGS
	Mayor Gibbons recessed the meeting for a request for a Special Use Permit for Outdoor Use and Outdoor Dining for Fox’s Finest at 159 West Argonne Drive. City Attorney Jackie Graves entered the following exhibits into the record: an affidavit of publication showing that the ad was placed in the St. Louis Countian on March 13, 2026, as Exhibit 1; an affidavit of publication showing that the ad was placed in the Webster/Kirkwood Times on March 13, 2026 as Exhibit 2; a list of property owners whom notice of the public hearing was sent to as Exhibit 3; a viewer map showing the list of property owners of whom notice of the public hearing was sent to as Exhibit 4; an amended memorandum from City Planner II Amy Lowry dated March 4, 2026 as Exhibit 5; the report of the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting dated March 5, 2026 as Exhibit 6; and the Kirkwood Code of Ordinances as Exhibit 7.

Staff Presentation

City Planner II Amy Lowry presented the matter to the Council:
· The site is located at the northeast corner of Argonne and Clay within the B-2 Central Business District. 
· The outdoor use area is in the rear of the building on Clay.
· The property is approximately 7,000 square feet, with the market space at about 3,400 square feet.
· Outdoor use will consist of about 20 dining seats, a gas grill, and speakers for music. There will be no live entertainment. 
· Proposed hours are 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday, with a potential for shorter hours on Sunday. 
· There will be nine employees.
· Photos of the building and location were shown. 

The Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval under the following conditions:
· A Special Use Permit for the property addressed as 159 W. Argonne Drive shall be approved for Outdoor Use for a gas grill and Outdoor Dining for up to 20 seats, both on the existing patio north of the building.
· The Outdoor Dining shall comply with all conditions herein and with Section 25-45(o) of the Zoning and Subdivision Code.
· The days and hours of operation of the Outdoor Use and Outdoor Dining shall be permitted daily from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
· These hours are recommended by the Planning & Zoning Commission in anticipation of the business potentially extending hours in the future.
· Outside entertainment in the form of speakers shall be permitted in the outdoor dining area during operating hours. This shall exclude live outdoor entertainment.
· The approval of this Special Use Permit shall not authorize any person to unreasonably alter, increase, or redirect the surface water run off so as to cause harm to any person or property.
· The premises and improvements as approved by this Special Use Permit shall be in good working order and maintained in good repair at all times.
· The applicant, by accepting and acting under the Special Use Permit approval granted, accepts the approval subject to the reservations, restrictions, and conditions set forth in the Code of Ordinances and in this memorandum and agrees to comply with each provision subject to the penalties prescribed under Section 1-8 of the Code of Ordinances and subject to revocation of this approval in the event such provisions are not complied with.
· This defines additional criteria/conditions that the City Council can impose as they deem necessary to protect general welfare and individual property rights.

A building permit has been issued for interior changes. The lack of changes to the exterior and the proposed use of the courtyard do not require consideration of the Landmarks Commission. Due to the simplicity of the request, there was no sub-committee formed by the Planning & Zoning Commission.

Petitioner/Applicant:
· The business will consist of both dining space and a market containing seafood, meat, poultry, dry goods, baked goods, and prepared foods.
· The grill will be used for preparing meats for sandwiches and other prepared foods. It will not be used for smoking.
·  The courtyard landscaping will be upgraded. The courtyard use will be for seating and the grill only.
· The market itself will not extend into the courtyard or the second floor.
· Staff will monitor the courtyard to ensure standards of maintenance and cleanliness.
· Tentative opening in May.


PUBLIC COMMENTS
NONE

CONSENT AGENDA
	Motion was made by Council Member Luetzow and seconded by Council Member Zimmer to approve the Consent Agenda. It was requested that item (a) be removed for further discussion.  The Consent Agenda with item (a) removed was approved with all in favor.

a) Approval of the Special March 12, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes (Removed and placed at the end of the agenda)
b) Approval of the March 19, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	Bill 11124, amending Chapter 24 “Tree Code” by deleting it in its entirety and inserting a new Chapter 24 “Tree Code” was brought before the City Council. A discussion took place.

		Roll Call:

		Mayor Gibbons 			“Yes”
		Council Member Jaksetic 		“Yes”
		Council Member Luetzow 		“Yes”
		Council Member McLean 		“Yes”
		Council Member Rheinnecker 	“Yes”
		Council Member Schaefer 		Absent
		Council Member Zimmer 		“Yes”

The Bill, having received majority approval of the Council, was adopted and became Ordinance 10942.

NEW BUSINESS	
	Bill 11123, granting a Special Use Permit for Outdoor Use and Outdoor Dining at 612 West Woodbine Avenue (Lona’s Lil Eats) subject to certain conditions (continued from March 19, 2026) was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Luetzow and seconded by Council Member Zimmer to accept the Bill as read. A discussion took place.

The Bill received first reading approval and was held over.

Motion was made by Council Member Luetzow and seconded by Council Member Zimmer to schedule a Special City Council meeting on Thursday, April 9, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. for the Council to consider second reading approval of Bill 11123. The motion was approved with all in favor.


	Bill 11125, granting a Special Use Permit for Outdoor Use and Outdoor Dining at 159 W. Argonne Drive (Fox’s Finest) subject to certain conditions was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Luetzow and seconded by Council Member Zimmer to accept the Bill as read.

The Bill received first reading approval and was held over.

	Bill 11126, authorizing the City of Kirkwood, Missouri, to enter into a Lease Purchase Transaction, the proceeds of which will be used to refund the City’s taxable Certificates of Participation (City of Kirkwood, Missouri, Lessee), Series 2024B, and pay the costs of a project; and authorizing the execution of certain documents and actions in connection therewith was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Zimmer and seconded by Council Member Luetzow to accept the Bill as read. A discussion took place. 

Motion was made by Council Member Luetzow and seconded by Council Member McLean to suspend Robert’s Rules of Order to allow the petitioners to speak. The motion was approved with all in favor. A discussion took place.

Council Member Jaksetic stated for the record: 

I have expressed my concerns about moving forward with the COP funding of the retrofit of the Leffingwell property, both in open and closed sessions. I still have these concerns and I will not be voting for this Bill.

The Bill received first reading approval by a vote of 4 to 2 with Mayor Gibbons and Council Members Luetzow, McLean, and Zimmer in favor and Council Members Jaksetic and Rheinnecker opposed and was held over.

	Resolution 17-2026, accepting the bid of Don Brown Chevrolet in the amount of $56,833 (pursuant to State of Missouri Cooperative Contract) for the purchase of a 2026 Chevy Tahoe for the Fire Department and authorizing and directing the Director of Procurement to issue a Purchase Order was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Luetzow and seconded by Council Member Zimmer to accept the Resolution as read.

		Roll Call:

		Mayor Gibbons 			“Yes”
		Council Member Jaksetic 		“Yes”
		Council Member Luetzow 		“Yes”
		Council Member McLean 		“Yes”
		Council Member Rheinnecker 	“Yes”
		Council Member Schaefer 		Absent
		Council Member Zimmer 		“Yes”

	Resolution 18-2026, accepting a proposal for Underwriting Services in connection with the proposed delivery by the City of its Certificates of Participation (City of Kirkwood, Missouri, Lessee), Series 2026; and acknowledging certain matters pursuant to MSRB Rules in connection therewith was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Zimmer and seconded by Council Member Luetzow to accept the Resolution as read.

Council Member Jaksetic stated for the record:

I’ve stated and expressed my concerns in open and closed sessions regarding moving forward with the issuance of the COP to retrofit the Leffingwell property. I still have those concerns and will be voting no on this Resolution. 

		Roll Call:

		Mayor Gibbons 			“Yes”
		Council Member Jaksetic 		“No”
		Council Member Luetzow 		“Yes”
		Council Member McLean 		“Yes”
		Council Member Rheinnecker 	“No”
		Council Member Schaefer 		Absent
		Council Member Zimmer 		“Yes”

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
	Motion was made by Council Member Jaksetic and seconded by Council Member McLean to amend the minutes by adding Council Member Jaksetic’s statement made during the budget discussion for the record. A discussion took place.

The motion was approved with all in favor.

Motion was made by Council Member Zimmer and seconded by Council Member McLean to approve the Special March 12, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes as amended. The motion was approved with all in favor.

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS
	Mayor Gibbons reported on the Christian Science Church of Kirkwood and an annual contribution the Church sends to the City as a thanks for provided services. The Mayor expressed her appreciation. 

	Council Member Luetzow expressed appreciation to the Christian Science Church of Kirkwood for their annual contribution. 

	Council Member Jaksetic reported on the Urban Forestry Commission, commending their efforts. 

	Council Member Rheinnecker reported on the Greentree Festival Committee meeting and showed appreciation for their efficiency. He stated their theme this year will potentially revolve around the 250-year anniversary of the United States, but is still up for debate. 

	Mayor Gibbons reported on the status of the CAO candidate search. A public meeting will be held with the final candidates on April 13, 2026, from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. at the Kirkwood Performing Arts Center for staff and residents to meet the candidates. All were encouraged to attend and express their opinions on the candidates to the Council. Mayor Gibbons also thanked Interim Chief Administrative Officer David Weidler.

INTERIM CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORTS
	Mr. Weidler reported that the City received an Application for Liquor License to sell Intoxicating Liquor by the Drink, Excluding Sundays, from Lona’s Lil Eats at 612 West Woodbine Avenue (continued from March 19, 2026). Motion was made by Council Member Rheinnecker and seconded by Council Member Luetzow to approve the application. A discussion took place.

The motion was approved with all in favor.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS
Ms. Graves had nothing to report.

CITY CLERK REPORTS
	Ms. Asche reported on the upcoming City Council election on April 7, 2026.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Council, the formal meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Kirkwood City Council will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 16, 2026.


_____________________________________
Laurie Asche
City Clerk
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