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City Council Meeting Minutes
Kirkwood City Hall
Thursday, March 5, 2026 7:00 p.m.

Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given by the Mayor, the City Council convened on Thursday, March 5, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at Kirkwood City Hall, 139 South Kirkwood Road, Kirkwood, Missouri. Present: Mayor Gibbons, Council Members Jaksetic, Luetzow, McLean, Rheinnecker, Schaefer, and Zimmer. Also in attendance were Interim Chief Administrative Officer David Weidler, City Clerk Laurie Asche, Deputy City Clerk Zoe Williams, Director of Finance Mary Sprung, Planning & Development Services Director Jonathan Raiche, City Planner II Amy Lowry, Executive Director of the Special Business District Carrie Paske, and City Attorney Jackie Graves.

		ANNOUNCEMENT FROM MAYOR GIBBONS
Mayor Gibbons announced the scheduling of a Special Meeting which will take place on Thursday, March 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

INTRODUCTIONS AND RECOGNITIONS
NONE

PRESENTATIONS
NONE

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Mayor Gibbons recessed the meeting for a request for a Special Use Permit 
for Outdoor Use (meat smoker) and for Outdoor Dining for Lona’s Little Eats restaurant in the B-1 Zoning District at 612 West Woodbine Avenue. City Attorney Jackie Graves entered the following exhibits into the record: an affidavit of publication showing that the ad was placed in the St. Louis Countian on February 13, 2026, as Exhibit 1; an affidavit of publication showing that the ad was placed in the Webster/Kirkwood Times on February 13, 2026, as Exhibit 2; a list of property owners whom notice of the public hearing was sent to as Exhibit 3; a viewer map showing the list of property owners of whom notice of the public hearing was sent to as Exhibit 4; a memorandum from City Planner II Amy Lowry dated March 5, 2026, as Exhibit 5; the report of the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting dated February 5, 2026, as Exhibit 6; and the Kirkwood Code of Ordinances as Exhibit 7.

Staff Presentation

City Planner II Amy Lowry presented the matter to the Council:
· The subject site is located on the west side of Geyer.
· Restaurants are Permitted with Standards in the B-1 District:
· Maximum tenant space shall not exceed 5,000 square feet – the proposed space is 4,500 square feet
· Hours of operation shall not be within 11:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m. – proposed restaurant hours are 11 a.m. – 9:00 p.m., with a potential close time of 10:00 p.m. on Saturdays
· Petitioner is requesting 36 seats at the front of the property, a smoker in the rear of the property, an addition removed for a cooler, and a locked fence around the property.
· The smoker will be used overnight.
· Photos were shown of the building and model of smoker.
· The Planning & Zoning Commission recommended the following conditions of approval:
· Standard Planning & Zoning approval conditions;
· Outdoor entertainment in the form of speakers, but no live entertainment;
· Permitted use of the smoker overnight; and
· Operating hours for the outdoor dining to be the same as the restaurant.
· Use of speakers on City sidewalks is to be determined.

Petitioner/Applicant:
· Concern was expressed from the property owner of apartments located behind the restaurant building regarding smoke. Petitioner stated that an air scrubber can be placed in the smoker to diffuse smoke. The smoker will be placed 150 feet from the building.
· Concern was expressed regarding music volume. Petitioner stated that music will be played at low volume and confirmed that no live entertainment will take place.
· The Fire Marshal has reviewed and approved the buildout for the smoker and surrounding stainless steel box, with a 2-inch clearance between all surfaces.
· Overgrowth surrounding the property will be cleared with an exception for areas of growth maintaining privacy.
· Possible uses for vacancies in the building include a coffee shop and a martial arts studio, although parking has been discussed as a potential issue with the latter.
· Question was raised regarding safety of patrons sitting alongside the road. There are 2 natural barriers (sidewalk and bike lane) protecting patrons from cars. No safety measures were discussed regarding bikes in the bike lane.
· Regarding music volume, it was also stated that the bar area inside the restaurant has been removed.
· The restaurant opening ETA is in April of this year.

Mayor Gibbons closed the public hearing. The bill will be placed on the March 19, 2026 agenda for first reading consideration.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
1. Fonda Fantroy-Richards, 123 E. Monroe Avenue, spoke on behalf of the Kirkwood Social Justice Coalition regarding the April 7, 2026 election and an upcoming candidate forum at 7:00 p.m. on March 10, 2026 at the Kirkwood United Methodist Church.
2. Clarence Patterson, Kirkwood Water Department Superintendent, spoke regarding the Water Department operations and sustainability department. 
3. Ellen Heislen, 514 Nirk Avenue, spoke in support of the Water Department and petitioned against its sale.

CONSENT AGENDA
	Motion was made by Council Member Zimmer and seconded by Council Member McLean to approve the Consent Agenda. The Consent Agenda was approved with all in favor.

a) Approval of February 19, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
						NONE

NEW BUSINESS	
	Bill 11120, adopting and approving the Operating and Capital Budgets for the City of Kirkwood for Fiscal Year April 1, 2026 through March 31, 2027 was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Zimmer and seconded by Council Member McLean to accept the Bill as read. 

Motion was made by Council Member Zimmer and seconded by Council Member Schaefer to continue the Bill to the Special March 12, 2026 Council Meeting. The motion was approved with all in favor.

The Bill was continued to the Special March 12, 2026 City Council meeting. 

	Bill 11121, approving the Budget of the Special Business District for the Fiscal Year April 1, 2026 through March 31, 2027 was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member Luetzow to accept the Bill as read. 

The Bill received first reading approval and was held over.

	Bill 11122, adopting a revised City of Kirkwood Classification and Pay Plan, effective April 1, 2026 was brought before the City Council. Motion was made by Council Member Schaefer and seconded by Council Member Luetzow to accept the Bill as read. 

The Bill received first reading approval and was held over.








CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
					         NONE
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CITY COUNCIL REPORTS
	Council Member Jaksetic thanked the Council and the Mayor for continuing the budget.

Council Member Schaefer reported on a hot water service outage at Manor Grove on Saturday and the Water Department’s timely response, which had water service restored within the same day.
 
INTERIM CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORTS
	Mr. Weidler had nothing to report.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS
Ms. Graves had nothing to report.

CITY CLERK REPORTS
Ms. Asche read the report of the March 4, 2026 Planning & Zoning Commission Report.  The following action took place:

1. After a presentation by Staff and review of an application for a Special Use Permit for Outdoor Use (gas grill) and for Outdoor Dining for Fox’s Finest market at 159 W. Argonne Drive, the Commission recommended approval by a vote of 5-0 with conditions contained in a memo from City Staff. A public hearing will be scheduled for April 2, 2026. 
 
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Council, the formal meeting was adjourned at 7:39 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Kirkwood City Council will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 19, 2026.


_____________________________________
Laurie Asche
City Clerk
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