[image: ]KIRKWOOD URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
City of Kirkwood
139 S. Kirkwood Road
Kirkwood, MO  63122
August 25, 2020







PRESENT VIA ZOOM:  Mike Hankins, Joe Day, Barbara Sandhagen, Chris Molitor, Ned Golterman, Carol Rush, Cory Meyer – Urban Forester, Georgia Ragland – Staff Liaison, Kara Wurtz – Council Liaison.
ABSENT: Tanner Craft
GUESTS:  None.
Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given, the Kirkwood Urban Forestry Commission convened on August 25, 2020 via Zoom for a virtual meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
I. Call To Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by Chair Joe Day. 
II. Secretary Report:  Motion was made by Mike Hankins  and seconded by Carol Rush to approve minutes as submitted. Minutes from the July 28, 2020  meeting of the Commission were approved unanimously.
III. Tree Removal Requests:  134/136 W. Madison. Two callery pear trees were requested a developer be allowed to remove. Chris Molitor made a motion to allow the trees to be removed. Carol Rush seconded the motion. All were in favor.
IV. Urban Forester Report: Cory Meyer reported that the recent wind storm did cause some damage and power outages. Most damage was not city trees and what city trees did come down were mostly in areas yet to be pruned. Pruning is continuing in zone 3 and 4. It is likely that budget money for pruning will run out before completely getting through these areas. There are 87 trees on the removal list that have already been removed or are scheduled to be removed this year at an estimated cost of $93,000. Many are oak trees. Tree removals are scheduled based on the priority of the hazard which means larger trees are likely to be removed first. Many of them are marked with a pink dot. Chris Molitor asked about W. Jewel and some pin oaks that are marked. They are not slated to be removed. This is a street project where they have decided to do an area of asphalt curb rather than concrete curb to try and preserve the trees and do less root damage than would happen with concrete curb replacement.
V. ACTIVITY REPORTS
a. Junior TreeKeepers Program:  Tanner Craft was absent so there was no report. Given the level of current uncertainty there was discussion about the advantages of waiting until Spring and also the possibility of digitizing the lesson plans.
b. Education and Outreach:   The commission approved the draft utility insert they were given to review.
c. Award and Grant Submittals:
i. Tree city, USA. Recertification 2019 (Growth award if applicable) Due 12/31/20. 
ii. MDC- Missouri Arbor Award of Excellence: Due 12/01/20. 
iii. KUFC Advocate Award – Due 3/31/2020. Presentation will be delayed due to the pandemic.
d. KUFC Annual Report: Due 1/30/2021. 
e. Event Participation:  Greentree has been canceled for 2020.
OLD BUSINESS: None.
[bookmark: _GoBack]NEW BUSINESS:  With Linda Holekamp no longer on the Commission a new Vice Chair was needed. Carol Rush nominated Mike Hankins as Vice Chair. Chris Molitor seconded the motion. All were in favor.

NEXT MEETING:  September 22, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. using Zoom.
ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn 7:52 p.m.

Joseph Day, Chair_____________________________________________________

Date Approved ________________________________________________________
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