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[bookmark: _GoBack]Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given, the Landmarks Commission convened via a Zoom virtual meeting.  Present: Chair Ryan Molen, Commissioners Andrew Raimist, Robert Rubright, Walter Smith, Jessica Worley and Staff Liaison Amy Lowry.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Chair Ryan Molen stated for the record that Section 610.015 of the Mo. Sunshine Law provides that members of the Landmarks Commission who are not physically in the Council Chambers can participate and vote on all matters when an emergency exists and the nature of the emergency is stated in the minutes.  

So, let the minutes reflect that the U.S., and the World, is in a state of emergency due to the Coronavirus—Covid 19. The Missouri Governor and the St Louis County Executive directed all citizens to limit meetings and gatherings to a few people to avoid the spread of the Coronavirus. Therefore, members of the Landmarks Commission have elected to participate in this meeting electronically so that we are compliance with such Orders and for the public health and safety of each other and the general public.  	

I. Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve the May 19, 2020 meeting minutes as submitted by Comr. Smith, seconded by Comr. Rubright and unanimously approved.

II. Public Hearing
a. Case #9-2020, 219 E. Washington Avenue (North Taylor Historic District) – Demolition of home.  Ms. Lowry presented a PowerPoint slideshow on the history of the house and findings of fact, including public notification.  The house is known as the A.R. Rowe home.  It is a National Folk-style home built circa 1880 and is a contributing property in both the local and National Register historic districts.  The 60-day automatic stay will expire on June 16 and the 270-day extension will expire January 12, 2021.  Chair Molen stated his belief that the Commission’s use the 270-day stay of demolition sends a message to the community that it is not easy to demolish a house in a historic district.  

Public Comment: John Vella of 324 N. Taylor Avenue stated that the previous homeowner sold the property in March and it has been vacant since.  Mary Ellen Dick of 233 E. Adams Avenue commented that in the past year there have been four teardowns on that block and while very attractive houses have been built, they are not historic anymore like North Taylor is. She does not know if anything significant is left on Washington Avenue with regard to architectural style.  Ms. Dick would like to see the house renovated with the exterior maintained as much as possible and maybe the garage replaced.  John Vella respects the idea that lifting the stay earlier is the only power that the Landmarks Commission has on proposed demolitions, but he believes that the extended stay was wisely used in his case to reflect on what could be done with the house.  If the stay had been lifted earlier on his property, the project might not have been as good as it turned out to be with all parties working together.  Washington Avenue is under tremendous change and this property is right in the middle.  Vella stated his belief that even though the Commission’s purview is landmarks, the Commission also creates value for the City through its review of projects.  

Property owner and applicant Jim Mills started his belief that there is nothing left of historic value on the street and this home sticks out as a tired-old property in the middle.  Mills said that he is a civil engineer and all the systems such as HVAC, electrical and plumbing must be gutted and replaced.  He said that the building is in poor condition and sandwiched between multi-family residences.  Comr. Rubright asked whether Mr. Mills had talked to anyone in the neighborhood about the future of the property.  Mr. Mills said that the neighbor across the street would like to see something new as does a neighbor to the west.  Comr. Worley admitted that the house does need some TLC.  Mr. Mills stated that there is much junk in the house as well as mold and water in the basement.  Chair Molen said that we heard Ms. Lowry on the history of the house, we heard from one neighbor that this is the last vestige of history on that street, and we heard from another neighbor that complimented the value of the 270-day stay in terms of the contemplative period of time it provided in his project.  Comr. Raimist said that he understands that the house may be tired and does not fit in with the new construction on the block, but from the standpoint of the neighborhood and the historic district, there is still potential to renovate the house and preserve at least the exterior appearance.  He understands that would require gutting the interior and rebuilding.  He agrees with Chair Molen’s philosophy that the Commission should maintain the 270-day stay of demolition to allow for contemplation of what can be done with the property, to permit someone else to make a different proposal for the property, or to consider improving whatever replacement design is proposed.  Comr. Smith agreed to extending the 270-day stay despite the fact that that would put the expiration in January when it is more difficult to build.  He would consider revisiting the stay at the next meeting.

Comr. Raimist made a motion to extend the stay of demolition to 270 days for this project. Commissioner Worley seconded the motion and the motion was approved by a vote of 4-1, with Comr. Rubright voting against.

The Commission discussed the use of the stay of demolition to make it difficult to demolish a house in Kirkwood, unless the applicant gives evidence of extenuating circumstances.

III. New Business
a. Citizens Comments/Seeking Advice to preserve their historic properties – none.  

IV. Meeting Adjournment – Motion to adjourn at 7:55 p.m. made by Comr. Rubright, seconded by Comr. Raimist and unanimously approved.
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