[image: ]KIRKWOOD URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
City of Kirkwood
139 S. Kirkwood Road
Kirkwood, MO  63122
June 23, 2020







PRESENT VIA ZOOM:  Linda Holekamp, Mike Hankins, Joe Day, Barbara Sandhagen, Andy Baldridge, Cory Meyer – Urban Forester, Georgia Ragland – Staff Liaison, Mark Zimmer – Council Liaison.
ABSENT: Chris Molitor, Carol Rush,
GUESTS:  None.
Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given, the Kirkwood Urban Forestry Commission convened on June 23, 2020 via Zoom for a virtual meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
I. Call To Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:07pm by Chair Joe Day. 
II. Secretary Report:  Motion was made by Andy Baldridge  and seconded by Linda Holekamp to approve minutes as submitted. Minutes from the February 25th  meeting of the Commission were approved unanimously.
III. Tree Removal Requests:  420 New York. A request by Frontenac Forestry to remove a large healthy honey locust in the public right-of-way was discussed. The current home is being demolished and a new home is being constructed. Andy Baldridge moved to deny the request. Linda Holekamp seconded the motion. All were in favor.
IV. Citizen Comments:  None.
V. Urban Forester Report: Cory Meyer reported on the general health of the urban forest. Pruning has resumed. Along the roadways where road repair/construction will be taking place trees have been pruned at a higher clearance so that the large trucks do not harm the trees. They are also doing hazard pruning. Such pruning takes priority over the regular pruning which he wants to do on an 8 year cycle.
VI. ACTIVITY REPORTS
a. Junior TreeKeepers Program: Linda Holekamp reported that she had been ready to send out a save the date letter to volunteers for the 2020 Junior Treekeeper Field Day on 9/30/20 but then the state and county shelter in place order occurred. Certificates of completion did get distributed to students for their work early this year. Seedlings were distributed and the Dogwoods proved to be the most popular. Going forward, the park is reserved for 9/30/2020 but the school district needs to be contacted to see if they remain on board. If so, then the save the date letters can go forward.
b. Education and Outreach:   A great article by Cory Meyer appeared in Trash Talk. The commission is still scheduled for one side of a utility insert in October. Topics suggested included information on the 8 year maintenance/pruning cycle and the disease attacking Sycamore trees.
c. Award and Grant Submittals:
i. Tree city, USA. Recertification 2019 (Growth award if applicable) Due 12/31/20. 
ii. MDC- Missouri Arbor Award of Excellence: Due 12/01/20. 
iii. KUFC Advocate Award – Due 3/31/2020. Presentation will be delayed due to the pandemic.
d. KUFC Annual Report: Due 1/30/2021. 
e. Event Participation:  Greentree has been canceled for 2020.
OLD BUSINESS: There was discussion on how to best utilize the bar code. It was suggested to place it on the utility insert.
NEW BUSINESS:  None.

NEXT MEETING:  July 28, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. using Zoom.
[bookmark: _GoBack]ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn 8:23 p.m.

Joseph Day, Chair_____________________________________________________

Date Approved ________________________________________________________
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