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Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given, the Landmarks Commission met in the City Council Chambers. Present: Chair Ryan Molen, Commissioners Judith Brauer, Robert Rubright, Walter Smith, and Staff Liaison Amy Lowry.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  

I. Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve the November 13, 2019 meeting minutes as submitted by Comr. Brauer, seconded by Comr. Rubright and unanimously approved.  Comr. Brauer made a motion to amend the agenda to add Case No. 13-2019 at item III. b. for a fence at 429 Miriam Street for a permit applied for on October 29, 2020 (that was inadvertently not forwarded to the Commission for review) and to add discussion of next month’s meeting date before adjournment.  Comr. Rubright seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

II. Public Hearing 
a. Case #11-2019, 324 N. Taylor Ave. (North Taylor Historic District) – Demolition of house.  Ms. Lowry presented a PowerPoint slideshow on the history of the home and findings of fact, including public notification.  The house and the detached garage are contributing to both the North Taylor local historic and National Register districts.  

Public Comment: Maggie Bick of 219 Longview Blvd said that she supported the demolition of the house.  She feels that the house is not out of the ordinary and is in some disrepair.  She knows the builder has built another house on Washington Avenue around the corner that blends in with the historic district.  There were no other public comments.

Monte Herring, the proposed builder, remarked that the same house was built at least two other places in the City – at 423 N. Harrison and 321 W. Argonne – but this home was built at ¾ scale.  He added that he had built the new house at 218 E. Washington that Ms. Bick referenced.  John Vella, the property owner, said that in light of the last Commission meeting and in attempting to get the emotion out of the decision and bring a fact-based proposal to the Commission, they will be pursuing proper due diligence and making a deeper study to consider a two track proposal: contemplating rehabilitation of structure and building a new home.  They have taken photos of various homes in the district to design a home reflecting the character of the district.  Comr. Rubright remarked that he appreciated the fact that the homeowner and builder are doing their homework.  The Commission discussed the stay of demolition and the fact that the stay could be shortened if the applicant brought a proposal that the Commission would accept.  Comr. Rubright made a motion in Case #11-2019 to extend the stay of demolition to the maximum 270 days.  Comr. Smith seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

III. Certificate of Appropriateness
a. Case #12-2019, 217 S. Woodlawn Ave. (Landmark #29, Sutherland-Mitchell-Shallcross House, East Monroe Historic District) – One-story addition.  Architect Laurie Smith of Agape Construction presented the plans for a one-story, rear addition to serve as a mudroom and allow the expansion of the kitchen.  While the addition will blend in with the existing house, it will be distinct in form and will have white LP smart siding to match the existing detached garage.  Comr. Brauer made a motion in Case #12-2019 to approve the plans for the addition as submitted with the stipulation that if the ARB makes minor changes to the plans, the Commission may approve the changes via a cursory email review.  Comr. Rubright seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
b. Case #13-2019, 429 Miriam Avenue (Landmark #47, Holmes-Schmitz House) – new fence.  The applicant would like to install an ornamental 4’ high, black rail fence with fleurs-de-lis on the posts.  The application was received in the Building Commissioner’s office on October 29, 2019, but was not sent to the Commission for review until December 11.  Comr. Smith made a motion in Case #13-2019 to approve the plans for the fence as submitted.  Comr. Brauer seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

IV. New Business
Citizens Comments/Seeking Advice to preserve their historic properties – Mark Potthast, owner of 219 Orrick Lane, requested feedback from the Commission on a front entry garage design for the new house he will be building on the site.  The 270-stay of demolition has expired.  The Commissioners expressed that they would not be averse to a front entry garage as long as it does not dominate the front of the house.  They would prefer a garage with a side entry or stepped back from the front of the façade as far as possible.  They suggested that Mr. Potthast provide the Commission with a rough sketch to review via email.

V. Old Business
a. Landmarks Ordinance Revision – no report.

VI. Meeting Adjournment – Ms. Lowry will not be able to attend the next Commission meeting on January 8.  The Commission discussed that they could still meet that evening without Ms. Lowry present.  Motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. made by Comr. Rubright, seconded by Comr. Brauer and unanimously approved.
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