[bookmark: _GoBack]KIRKWOOD HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
Minutes
September 10, 2019
6:30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Amanda Sher.

Present				Absent

Bob Boyd, Vice Chair			Ronda Wallace
Verneda Carrier			
Josh Lewis
Geoff Morrison
Judy Moticka, Secretary
Amanda Sher, Chair
Paul Ward
William Winter

Council Liaison			Maggie Duwe

Staff Liaison				Russ Hawes

Other	Kathie Valentine, City of Kirkwood, Brandie Martine, Doug Riggs, Emilie Lytton, Kim Grega
				
Roll Call

Roll call was taken by Judy Moticka with attendance reflected above.

Approval of Minutes

Motion was made by William Winter and seconded by Josh Lewis to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2019 meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.

City Council Liaison Comments

Council Member Duwe commented that a recent letter sent to the Webster-Kirkwood Times by a resident did not contain correct information regarding accidents in the City of Kirkwood.  A consultant search is planned for Vision Zero which is an approach to slow traffic, redesign roadways, bikepaths, and analyze traffic injury data.  Russ Hawes added that city staff are excited about the Vision Zero process.



Chair Remarks

Amanda Sher reminded Commissioners to copy in herself, Russ Hawes, Kathie Valentine and also other officers when sending e-mails regarding KHRC matters. New ideas for the Commission should not be discussed via e-mail unless the concept has previously been brought up in a meeting.  

A timeline has been developed for adding agenda items and mailing meeting packets.  Meeting packets will be mailed the Tuesday before the regular KHRC meetings.  The deadline for agenda items and supporting documentation to be given to Amanda Sher will be the prior Wednesday.  

Amanda Sher reported that as a result of human rights issues affecting the city, she and David Bennett had a discussion with David Bennett offering to participate in an offsite meeting with the KHRC where the book “Community” by Peter Block could be discussed.  It was thought that after reading the book and holding a discussion, the Commissioners may have a better focus on a symposium topic and what conversations they would like to have in the community.  It is anticipated that they will also have a moderator in attendance.

Paul Ward mentioned that he had previously read the book and that he thought that the book would be a good start for the Commission.  

After discussion, Commissioners agreed to read the book and attend an offsite meeting tentatively scheduled on November 16 or November 23.  Once a date is confirmed, Amanda Sher intends to e-mail the date to Commissioners.  

Strategic Plan Reports

B.5 - Geoff Morrison suggested that the KHRC Award be renamed the Denis Hart Award of Excellence.  It was suggested that the topic be tabled until the October meeting. Amanda Sher and Geoff Morrison intend to review the current awards guidelines.  A copy of the current guidelines will be e-mailed to them by Kathie Valentine.  
B.7 – There was discussion on tentatively holding a symposium in January, and choosing a speaker possibly with name recognition.  Geoff Morrison stated that he did not feel they needed name recognition or have a need to attract a large crowd and suggested that Alisa Warren, State of Missouri Human Rights Commission be selected.  It was noted that the focus of a recent symposium was the disability survey.  Additionally, when Bruce Franks spoke at the last symposium he had wide appeal to help develop trust in the community.  Paul Ward recommended that the Commission create a series and build on each symposium.  William Winter added that he felt the speaker should be local and a person of action.  
C.1 – There was discussion on locating a list of local HRC groups.  Maggie Duwe suggested Alisa Warren be contacted or that they look on the State of Missouri HRC website.  Amanda Sher also asked Russ Hawes if he could try to locate a list of groups/organizations as well.  
D.1 – It was noted at the meeting that training for board and commission members had not yet been scheduled by the Mayor.
D.2 – Geoff Morrison reported that he had recently attended simulation training at the Kirkwood Police Department and recommended that the Commissioners consider doing so.  
F.1 – Tabled until later in the meeting.
F.2 – Tabled until later in the meeting.
H.1 – Geoff Morrison reported that a meeting had been held with Chief Murphy with himself, Amanda Sher, and Ronda Wallace in attendance.  The next meeting may be held in October.  

KSD N.O.W. Backpack Program Presentation

Emilie Lytton and Kim Grega, Kirkwood School District, attended the meeting and provided information on their KSD N.O.W. Back Program which is a program that provides a bag of food on weekends during the school year for students in the Kirkwood School District experiencing food insecurity.  A handout on the program was provided.  Food bags are packed monthly by volunteers at the Webster Groves Christian Church.  Financial contributions are also needed.  

KHRC Diverse-Abilities Subcommittee

Brandie Martine and Doug Riggs spoke to the Commission about the employment initiative and its direction.  
· A handout was provided on the history of the initiative.  Amanda Sher intends to review and make edits to the handout which she plans to include in the October meeting packet.  The document will then need to be approved by the Commission.  
· The former Chamber President, Jim Wright, had been very supportive of the initiative.  The new Chamber President, Peg Weathers, would also like to collaborate with the subcommittee.  Verneda Carrier offered to be the KHRC contact for the Chamber as Brandie Martine and Doug Riggs intend to leave the subcommittee.  
· Paul Ward noted that large corporations are normally not Chamber members and suggested that personal pleas be made to them.
· The Webster-Kirkwood Times could be utilized to promote the initiative.
· Motion was made by Judy Moticka and seconded by Bob Boyd to approve the draft initiative.  All in favor, motion carried.  It was noted that the revisions that Amanda Sher intends to make will be edits and will not change the intent of the document.  
Meeting Updates
Judy Moticka had recently attended the “Task Force on Homelessness” meeting at the Kirkwood Public Library.  The group had met in August with Judy Moticka being the KHRC representative.  


Greentree Festival
Geoff Morrison reported that he intended to set up their booth at the festival on Saturday morning.  He will also be bringing items for the booth.  
Fall Symposium
After further discussion regarding the symposium, motion was made by Amanda Sher and seconded by Paul Ward to invite Alisa Warren of the Missouri Human Rights Commission to speak at their upcoming symposium.  All in favor, motion carried.  Bob Boyd offered to reach out to her to determine what type of information she could provide at the symposium, and if willing to participate, what dates she would be available.
Social Justice Group
Geoff Morrison intends to contact staff at Kirkwood High School to determine if members of the Gay Straight Alliance would like to attend the October KHRC meeting.  
Art Exhibit
Judy Moticka reported that all schools have been provided information regarding the Art Exhibit.  She has also sent an e-mail to Mayor Griffin asking him to provide opening remarks on November 3.  
Next Meeting

The next regular meeting of the HRC is scheduled to be held on October 8, 2019 at 6:30 p.m., Kirkwood City Hall, Main Level Conference Room. 

Adjourn

Motion was made by Bob Boyd seconded by Geoff Morrison to adjourn.  All in favor, motion carried.


							______________________ 
							Judy Moticka, Secretary
