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For Immediate Release

Kirkwood Considers Changes to Recycling Program
August 20, 2018
Kirkwood, Missouri:   The City of Kirkwood has been notified by its recycling processor Resource Management that effective November 1, it will no longer accept the City’s mixed recyclables.   The City at this time has been unable to find another company in the region that can process the City’s mixed recyclables.

City officials will continue to actively seek alternatives with the intent of retaining the City’s curbside recycling program, but unless another recycling processor is identified, the City has tentatively decided to suspend its curbside collection of recyclables. This will take effect October 22. 
Kirkwood has a long history of being on the cutting edge of environmentally friendly policies. The Francis Scheidegger Recyling Depository, which opened in the early 1970s, will once again be the face of recycling in Kirkwood.  The City plans to retrofit the Depository on South Taylor Avenue to accept separated recyclables such as glass, aluminum, tin, certain plastics, and paper.   The City initiated its curbside recycling program in 2011. 
These changes are driven by international markets, specifically by China’s decision to no longer accept mixed recyclables due to high contamination levels.  “We have to have a place that will accept the collected mixed recyclables,” said Russ Hawes, Kirkwood’s Chief Administrative Officer. “This decision was not based on costs.”
The City will have a more complete picture of the recycling landscape in early September. At that time, residents will be notified of changes by letter, which will be distributed to households in the coming weeks.  The changes will also be publicized in City publications and on social media. 
“We are doing everything we can to save our curbside recycling program, in light of the sudden and drastic recycling market changes,” said Kirkwood’s Mayor Tim Griffin. “We have to prepare a plan of action if we cannot find a facility to take our mixed recyclables.” 
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