
 

May is National Water Safety Month 

Are You and Your Children Safe in the Water? 

Do You Know How to Swim? 
Drowning is the second-leading cause of injury-related 
deaths among children one to 14 years of age.  Every year, 
drowning claims more than 6,500 lives in the U.S. alone. 
Nearly 90 percent of all drowning deaths occur within ten 
feet of safety. 

8 Simple Water Safety Tips: 

1) Know how to swim!  Teach children water safety and 
swimming skills as early as possible. 

2) Always swim with a buddy, never alone, even if you 
are an experienced swimmer. 

3) Never leave a child unattended in a pool. 

4) Maintain constant visual contact with children in a 
pool or pool area.  Always watch your child when he or 
she is in or near water. 

5) Obey “No Diving” signs. This means the area is unsafe 
for headfirst entries.  You should always enter the wa-
ter feet first if you don’t know the depth. 

6) Don’t use flotation devices (wings, rings, loungers, 
etc.) as a substitute for supervision. 

7) Keep children away from pool drains, pipes, and other 
openings to avoid entrapments. 

8) Don’t assume you will hear a child who’s in trouble in 
the water. Drowning is a silent death, usually with no 
splashing to alert anyone that the swimmer is in trou-
ble. 

Safety In and Around Home Pools and Spas: 

1) Have a telephone close by, preferably cordless and 
water-resistant. 

2) If a child is missing, always look in the pool first. 

3) Learn to perform CPR on children and adults and up-
date your skills regularly. 

4) Slips and trips are common on slippery surfaces, so 
discourage running in a pool area. 

5) Keep rescue equipment (life preserver, long pole with 
hook) near the pool area.  

For more tips on home pools and spas, visit the City of Kirk-
wood Website and click on “Safety and Emergency Manage-
ment” on the gold navigation list on the right side of the screen. 

LEARN TO SWIM! 

More than two-thirds of drowning      
victims cannot swim.  The first step in 
keeping you and your family members 
safe at the pool is to LEARN TO SWIM.   
The City of Kirkwood offers affordable 
swimming lessons at the Aquatic Center 
throughout the summer months.  The 
Spring/Summer Program Guide lists class 
schedules and costs, or call 822-5855. 

PARC (Participating at Reduced Costs) & 
Courtney Shupe Scholarship Programs:  
PARC and the Shupe Scholarship pro-
grams are designed to assist young peo-
ple, ages 17 and under, whose families or 
households face economic challenges, in 
enjoying Kirkwood aquatics’ programs.  
Call Jason at 822-5856 for information. 



City of Kirkwood Direct-Dial Department Directory 
 

POLICE, 131 W. Madison 

Emergencies:     9-1-1 
Non-Emergencies 822-5858 
Police Chief 822-5866 
Shift Supervisor 822-5881 
Code Enforcement 822-5805 
Community Relations 822-5868 
Municipal Court/ 
     Traffic Violations 822-5840 
Records/Reports 984-6915 
 
FIRE 

To Report a Fire or Medical 
     Emergency, ALWAYS dial:   9-1-1 
Administration/Fire Chief 822-5883 
House #1, 137 W. Argonne 984-6950 
House #2, 11804 Big Bend 984-5906 
House #3, 1321 West Essex 984-6980 
 
CITY COUNCIL (Phone & Email) 

Art McDonnell (Mayor) 497-4036 
    mcdonnaj@kirkwoodmo.org 
Gerry Biedenstein 686-1563 
    biedengj@kirkwoodmo.org 
Gina Jaksetic 821-2376 
    gaksetgm@kirkwoodmo.org 
Nancy Luetzow 965-1470 
   luetzong@kirkwoodmo.org 
Bob Sears 965-5726 
    searsjr@kirkwoodmo.org 
Paul Ward 504-6705 
    wardpw@kirkwoodmo.org 
Iggy Yuan 966-4987 
    yuanih@kirkwoodmo.org 
 
ADMINISTRATION, 139 S. Kirkwood Road 

Chief Administrative Officer 822-5806 
Asst. Chief Admin. Officer 822-5801 
City Clerk 822-5802 
Human Resources 822-5809 
Public Information Officer 822-5894 
 
BUILDING COMMISSIONER 

Building Commissioner 822-5814 
Building Permit Review 822-5817 
Inspections & Permits 822-5823 
 
FINANCE 

Billing (Utilities) 822-5843 
Business Licenses 984-6944 

PURCHASING, 212 South Taylor 

Purchasing Director 822-5853 

PARKS & RECREATION 

Community Center: 
     111 S. Geyer Road 822-5855 
Room Reservations 822-5859 
Park Maintenance 822-5897 
Park Reservations 984-5986 
Park Ranger 822-5826 
Ice Skating Rink 822-5825 
Aquatic Center 984-6971 
Aquatic Center Manager 984-6972 
Tennis Courts 822-5864 
Ballfield Hotline 433-4313 
 
MEETINGS 

Architectural Review Board 822-5816 
Board of Adjustment 984-6943 
City Council 822-5802 
Human Rights Commission 822-5806 
Landmarks 984-6965  
Park Board 822-5855 
Planning & Zoning 984-5907 
Urban Forestry 822-5801 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Engineering 822-5822 
Streets 984-6948 

SANITATION 

Sanitation 822-5828 
Recycling Depository:  350 S. Taylor 

 
UTILITIES (Kirkwood Electric & Water) 

Customer Service/Billing 822-5843 
Power Outage 822-5842 
Water Main Break 984-5936 
After-Hours Power Outage or 
     Water Main Break 822-5858 
Moving In or Out 822-5843 
Electric Administrative Offices 822-5842 
Water Administrative Offices 984-5936 
Construction & Maintenance: 
     Electric 984-5925 
     Water 984-5936 
Report Street Light Outage 822-5842 
Locate Underground Electric Cables or 
     Water Lines: 1-800-DIG-RITE 
 
OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Kirkwood Farmers’ Market/Downtown 
     Special Business District 822-0084 
Kirkwood Public Library 821-5770 
Kirkwood Train Station 984-8617 
Kirkwood Post Office 966-0638 
 

 

 
 
City Department E-Mail: 
 
Chief Administrative Officer  
Michael G. Brown 
brownmg@kirkwoodmo.org 

Assistant CAO 
Georgia Ragland 
raglangl@kirkwoodmo.org 

City Clerk Betty Montano 
montanbk@kirkwoodmo.org 

Building Commissioner 
Tony Carvalho 
carvalto@kirkwoodmo.org 

Electric Director Mark Petty  
pettyma@kirkwoodmo.org 

Finance Director John Adams 
adamsjr@kirkwoodmo.org 

Fire Chief Tom Openlander  
openlatv@kirkwoodmo.org 

Human Resources Manager 
Priscilla Utley 
utleypa@kirkwoodmo.org 

Parks & Recreation Director 
Murray Pounds 
poundsm@kirkwoodmo.org 

Police Chief Jack Plummer  
plummejr@kirkwoodmo.org 

Public Information Officer 
Beth von Behren 
vonbehen@kirkwoodmo.org 

Public Works Director Todd Rehg 
rehgta@kirkwoodmo.org 

Purchasing Director Kim Butts 
buttskr@kirkwoodmo.org 

 

For more information, visit the City 
Website at:  www.kirkwoodmo.org 
 
Check out the City’s new Blog at: 
www.allaboard.kirkwoodmo.org 
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