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City of Kirkwood Wins Grant to Improve 
Traffic Signal Patterns on Kirkwood Road 

 

February 10, 2016 
 
Kirkwood, Missouri:  Kirkwood Electric and the City of Kirkwood were awarded a federal grant 
to improve traffic signals and traffic light synchronization along Kirkwood Road between 
Manchester and Big Bend. The “Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality” (CMAQ) project will 
consist of upgrading traffic signals and communications among the 12 traffic lights on this 
section of Kirkwood Road. The lights will “talk” to each other, creating essentially a “Smart 
Roadway.” 
 
The project is intended to improve travel times, provide enhanced safety for drivers, 
pedestrians, and cyclists, and improve air quality.  The improved timing associated with the 
interconnected signals will decrease idling times in the downtown Kirkwood business district 
and reduce stopped times at intersections. The new intersection equipment will utilize energy-
efficient LED signals, and each intersection will be enhanced to conform to the latest Americans 
with Disabilities Act standards. 
 
The CMAQ project will have an estimated cost of $4.968 million. The CAMQ grant will fund 80 
percent of that, or $3.974 million, with the City of Kirkwood paying the remaining 20 percent, or 
approximately $993,000. Project design is expected to begin in Spring 2016, with construction 
slated to start in October 2017 and completion in September 2018. 
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