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Kirkwood, Missouri:   The City of Kirkwood, Missouri, will host its first-ever Route 66 Festival, 
along with the start of the annual Hemmings Motor News Great Race, on Saturday, June 20, in 
downtown Kirkwood.   
 
This family-friendly event will feature the start of the annual Great Race, a vintage-car rally and 
race that in 2015 starts in Kirkwood and ends, eight days later, in Santa Monica, California.  The 
2,400-mile route travels along the original “Mother Road” sections of historic Route 66.  In 
conjunction with the race, the City of Kirkwood will launch a new festival, the Kirkwood Route 
66 Festival, with tentative plans to hold the new festival each year.  
 
Family activities tentatively include:  Performances by and photos with Disney characters in Ken 
Connor Park, a giant inflatable slide, face painting, live music at Station Plaza (across from City 
Hall) and at the Kirkwood Farmers’ Market, and hands-on activities offered by The Magic House 
and Kirkwood Public Library.  All downtown retail merchants, Kirkwood Farmers’ Market, and 
downtown restaurants will be open during the event.  Updates and announcements about the 
Festival will be posted on the City’s Website at www.Kirkwoodmo.org and on the Festival’s 
Facebook page at:  www.Facebook.com/KirkwoodMORoute66Festival.   
 
Batmobile Raffle:  A ride in the historic Batmobile, owned by MotoExotica, will be raffled off 
that day.  The winner wins a ride in the Batmobile.  Tickets can be purchased in advance at 
Kirkwood City Hall and the Downtown Kirkwood offices at 130 E. Jefferson during normal 
business hours.  Tickets can also be purchased on the day of the event at the Information Booth 
or from roaming ticket sellers.  The drawing will be held at 10:00 a.m.  
 
The Great Race, now in its 33rd year, is a time, speed, and distance rally. Each vehicle holds a 
driver and navigator who are given precise instructions for each day of the trip.  They are scored 
at secret check points along the way and penalized for each second late or early.  As with golf, 
the lowest score wins.  In addition to following the instructions and staying on time, each 
vintage car faces the challenge of getting an old car across the finish line.   
 
In 2014, Barry and Irene Jason of Keller, Texas, won the $50,000 prize, with their 1966 Mustang.  
Cars built in 1972 and earlier are eligible to enter.  For 2015, 120 cars have entered the race, 
including eight cars from Japan that have never been seen in this country before.  For full details 
and additional history on the Great Race, please visit their Website at www.greatrace.com 
 

http://www.kirkwoodmo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/KirkwoodMORoute66Festival
http://www.greatrace.com/


 

 

On June 20, the vintage cars will arrive in downtown Kirkwood starting at 8:00 a.m.  They will 
begin the race at approximately 10:15 a.m., with each car starting the race in 45-second  
intervals.    Prior to the start of the race, an opening ceremony will be held at the Kirkwood Train 
Station.  Some downtown streets will be closed for part of the day. 
 
June 20 Event Timeline (Approximate): 

 8:00 a.m.  Competing cars begin to arrive in downtown Kirkwood 

 8:00 a.m.  Family area opens in Kirkwood Farmers’ Market Greenway, on East Argonne. 
Photos with Disney characters, inflatable slide, face painting, and activities provided by 
The Magic House and Kirkwood Public Library. 

 9:15 a.m. Performances by “Belle” and “Cinderella” in Connor Park, corner of Kirkwood 
Road and Argonne Drive. 

 9:45 a.m. Introductory Ceremony: Mayor’s Welcome. Dignitaries. Race Ceremony. Color 
Guard. National Anthem.  

 10:15 a.m. Cars take off, in one minute-intervals, from West Argonne, travelling south 
on Kirkwood Road.  

 11:15:  Performances by “Anna” and “Elsa” from “Frozen” in Connor Park.  

 Noon to 3:00 p.m.  Great Race take-off finishes.  Route 66 Festival continues.  
 
Street Closures: 

 Kirkwood Road from Jefferson Avenue to Madison will be closed to vehicular traffic 
starting at 7:00 a.m. and continuing through approximately 3:00 p.m. 

 West Argonne from Clay Avenue east to Kirkwood Road will be closed from 7:00 a.m. to 
about 3:00 p.m. 

 The western-most section of East Argonne between S. Taylor and Kirkwood Road, will 
be closed to vehicular traffic from 7:00 a.m. to about 3:00 p.m.  

 
Thank you to our sponsors: 

 Carr Lane Manufacturing 

 Adams Place 

 Anonymous – in honor of Kirk Hutchison 
 
 
 
 
 
 

### 
 


