
 
 

        KIRKWOOD PARK BOARD                                 
 
                                       MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2010 

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER, 111 S. GEYER ROAD, ROOM 202 
                                             MEETING MINUTES 
                                                     7:00 P.M. 

 
In attendance: Bob Sears, Jerry Grunzinger, Lisa Balbes, Alan Hopefl, Kirk Hutchison, Jim 
Davis, John Baker, Amy Wagenknecht  
Staff: Murray Pounds, Curt Carron 
 
Excused:  Carol Gilster 
 
 I.  CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
Donald MacChesney, 634 Scott Ave 
Mr. MacChesney had some concerns about the possibility of changing the name of Rifle Range 
Road.  Mr. MacChesney said the range is very important to the City of Kirkwood and is used by 
the Police Department to qualify. Mr. MacChesney also had concerns about the building itself. 
 
Bob Sears responded to Mr. MacChesney’s concerns.   
The building is not under any threat of being removed.  Bob said he does agree with Mr. 
MacChesney about the importance of the range. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 21, 2009 BOARD MINUTES 
 
Motion made by Alan Hopefl to approve the amended December 21, 2009 Park Board minutes, 
seconded by Lisa Balbes. 
 
All approved.  Motion carried. 
 
A. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
1.  Implementation Committee 
 
Murray Pounds reported the committee has not met.  The MSD review process is slowing down 
the completion of plans for Walker Lake.  It looks like at this time the earliest construction would 
possibly start will be early June or late May and it might be worth considering delaying the 
project until after the Greentree Festival.  
 
Jerry Grunzinger said we may be able to talk with the Design Team and start some portions of the 
construction sooner.  Jim Davis said if we wait until after the Greentree Festival for construction 
we would lose out on some good construction months. 
 
Murray said he will investigate to see if some portions could be done early and he will have some 
suggestions at the February Park Board meeting. 
 



2.  Memorial Committee 
 
The Memorial Committee has not met.  There is no urgency at this time for a meeting. 
 
The Park Board at this time is focusing on the upcoming Strategic Planning Session.  
    
3.  Finance Committee 
 
Murray Pounds met with committee members Bob Sears and Alan Hopefl.  The Park Board 
packet included a revised capital plan and Park Fund budget for the 2010-11 fiscal year. The 
documents have comments and feedback given by committee members at the meeting held this 
week. There will be a public hearing on the budget at the February 22nd Park Board meeting. 
 
4.  Rifle Range Drive Committee 
 
The committee has not met. John Baker said he would like to see more history on Rifle Range 
Road before he could suggest a name change. Murray Pounds said he did some investigating and 
found out the correct name for Rifle Range Road is Rifle Range Drive. Rifle Range Drive is listed 
at various places in the city ordinances. The road was built by the City and is maintained by the 
Kirkwood Park.  There are two gun groups that are allowed to use the range under the supervision 
of the Police Department. The building was built in 1960.   
 
B.  STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 
The Strategic Planning Session is scheduled for February 4, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. to be held at the 
Community Center in room 202.  The session will probably go 3 to 3 1/2 hours. This will be the 
first of two or three sessions to be held.  Dr. Jones, the facilitator sent out a feedback form to all 
participants and he requested the information by Thursday, January 28, 2010.   
 
III. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.  REQUEST FROM KIRKWOOD ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
 
The staff has had a discussion with a member of the Kirkwood Athletic Association Board 
regarding their use of Ball Diamonds 13 and 14 in Greentree Park.  One of the issues they face is 
how to pay for the necessary repairs and upkeep on those fields.  Kirkwood Athletic Association 
is interested in developing an arrangement whereby they would rent those fields to teams in their 
organization for practice and charge them for the use. The money would be used for 
improvements and necessary repairs for the fields.  The existing agreement does not allow them 
to sublease our fields.  Under their concept they would charge more than what we are charging 
them, with the excess income they generate going towards upkeep of the fields.  Murray said he 
did not have a formal proposal for the packet yet.   
 
The Park Board agreed they want to wait for the formal proposal before they discuss Kirkwood 
Athletic Association’s proposal. 
 
B.  APPROPRIATION TO PARK OVERTIME ACCOUNT 
 



Additional funds are required for the Park overtime salary account.  Overtime cost for the July 4th  
Freedom Festival were placed in the wrong account. This same amount will be transferred to a 
Park Fund revenue account. The cost is still being paid for by the Recreation Division budget. 
 
Motion made by Amy Wagenknecht to approve the appropriate $3,820.00 to account 201-5101-
452.11-05, seconded by Lisa Balbes. 
 
All approved.  Motion carried.  
 
C.  MAINTENANCE REPORT 
 
Curt went over the Maintenance Report for the period December 22 through January 26, 2010. 
 
Curt reported they have completely moved out of the old Park Operations building and the crew 
is now in the trailer, located on 3rd base, diamond 4.  Curt reported they also got rid of a lot of old 
things that were no longer used. They have heat, light, air-conditioning, and phones. Curt said  
Kirkwood Electric has been invaluable. 
 
Senior ranger Ron Hall completed the 2nd of 2 years curriculum at the North Carolina Justice 
Academy.  Peter Laufersweiler, Horticulturist/Arborist for the department, went to a two day 
trade and conference workshop in Kansas City.  This gave Pete the opportunity to evaluate 
products, methods, and attend educational sessions.  Pete will also be attending the January 
MPRA/STLCC workshop at Meramec this week, which is also strongly focused on the green 
industry locally.  Renee Kennedy, his assistant, will be attending this workshop as well. 
 
Pete has been making contact with vendors regarding sponsorships for the Community Garden.  
There will be a Community Garden workshop in St. Charles this Saturday, January 30, 2010 from 
10:00 a.m.  to 12:00 p.m.  Pete and Curt will be attending this workshop and if anyone would like 
to attend they are welcome. 
 
D.  OTHER MATTERS 
 
Bob Sears said that his term of office and Jerry Grunzinger’s term on the Park Board will be over 
in April of this year.  Bob and Jerry’s term of service will end at the May meeting.  The election 
of new officers will be conducted at the May, 2010 meeting. 
 
IV. DIRECTORS REPORT 
 
Meetings are scheduled in February with the staff from Sunset Hills and Great Rivers Greenway 
staff to discuss trail plans. 
 
The Greentree Festival Committee is busy working on this year’s festival.  This will be the 50th 
Greentree Festival.  
 
The Library staff was very pleased with their program last summer in the Parks and they are 
looking forward to having programs this year in various Kirkwood Parks.   
 
There is a historic baseball group coming to Emmenegger Park this summer.  There are about 
four or five teams in the St. Louis area.  This group will play the 1890’s rules and wear the old 
time uniforms.   



 
Murray requested all Park Board members discussing Park Board issues via email either retain all 
emails or copy them to Murray, or even do both.  Murray will be retaining email records. 
 

     
VI. ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL ESTATE 
 
Motion made by Kirk Hutchison to adjourn to close session at 8:00 p.m., seconded by Alan 
Hopefl. 
 
Roll call as follows: 
 
Bob Sears – yea   Jerry Grunzinger – yea  John Baker – yea 
Lisa Balbes – yea  Alan Hopefl – yea  Kirk Hutchison – yea 
Jim Davis – yea   Amy Wagenknecht – yea 
 
Motion passed 8 – 0 
 
Jerry Grunzinger made the motion to return to open meeting, seconded by Amy Wagenknecht at 
8:25 p.m. 
 
Roll call as follows: 
 
Bob Sears – yea   Jerry Grunzinger – yea  John Baker – yea 
Lisa Balbes – yea  Alan Hopefl – yea  Kirk Hutchison – yea 
Jim Davis – yea   Amy Wagenknecht – yea 
 
Motion passed 8 – 0 
 
The closed session adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
VII .  ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Kirk Hutchison to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m., seconded by Amy 
Wagenknecht. 
 
All approved.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


