
 

 

 
 
 

KIRKWOOD PARK BOARD 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2014 

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER 
111 S. GEYER ROAD, ROOM 202 

MEETING MINUTES 
       
In attendance:  John Baker, Tom Riggs, Steve Coates, Scott Stream, Kirk Hutchison, 
Wallace Ward, Kate LeGrand, Carol Gilster (via telephone) 
 
Staff:  Murray Pounds, Peter Laufersweiler 
 
Excused:  Rick Bagy 
 
Park Board meeting convened at 7: 05 p.m., chaired by John Baker. 
 
I.   CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
Deb Matush, 1455 Cragwold Road, thanked the park ranger staff for responding to her calls to report 
various violations in Emmenegger Park.  Off leash dogs continue to be a problem. 
 
Blake Dell, 240 E. Clinton PLace, requested that the restroom proposed in the latest Fillmore Park 
Concept Plan be removed from the plan. 
 
Gwyn Wahlmann, 1002 W. Adams Avenue, objected to development of a nature playground in 
Emmenegger Park.  Also concerned about dogs in Emmenegger Park and would like to see a registration 
system which would require owners to register their dogs before using the park. 
 
Gerald Pedersen, 504 Creekside Place, enjoyed a recent walk in Emmenegger Park, but has a concern 
about dogs at large.  He is against the inclusion of a restroom in the Fillmore Park Concept Plan. 
 
Michael Hennon, 11949 Stoneywood Drive, concerned about dogs off leash in Emmenegger Park. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 27, 2014 MEETING MINUTES 
 
Motion made by Scott Stream, seconded by Wallace Ward to approve the October 27, 2014 Park Board 
Minutes. 
 
Motion approved unanimously with Carol Gilster abstaining.   
 
III. COMMITTEE REPORTS 



 

 

 
Treasurer Kirk Hutchison reported that the Finance Committee met.  Topics discussed included the 
reserve policy for the Parks and Recreation Sales Tax Fund, the five year capital plan for the fund, and 
the five year capital plan for the Park Fund.  Kirk noted that due to a lack of funding support from the 
Kirkwood Public Works Department the construction of a low bridge over the low water crossing at 
Monroe and Rifle Range had been eliminated from the plan. 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 
 
        a)  Fillmore Park Conceptual Plan Restroom Discussion 
 
A discussion was held regarding the current plan to include a restroom in the Fillmore Park Conceptual 
Plan.  A list of e-mails stating opposition to having a restroom in the plan was included in the packet. 
 
Following the discussion a motion was made by Wallace Ward to remove the public restroom from the 
Fillmore Park Concept Plan, seconded by Tom Riggs. 
 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 
V.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
      a) Emmenegger Park Leash Law, Bicycle Ban Enforcement 
 
Murray Pounds reported on fines and ordinance language related to dogs off leash and bicycles in parks.  
Scott Stream questioned the possibility of having a committee review current ordinance and practices at 
Emmenegger relative to dogs and bikes.  Carol Gilster suggested the committee could review such issues 
for all nature parks. 
 
Discussion was held about the process by which ordinances could be changed.  John Baker asked if the 
Board was interested in forming a committee to discuss these issues.  Wallace Ward suggested the 
enforcement would be a key and Steve Coates suggested that including a representative from law 
enforcement on such a committee. 
 
Murray Pounds discussed how additional enforcement could be accomplished and offered suggestions 
for additions to current signage regarding fines, bicycle bans and phone numbers to call to report 
violators.  Murray will move forward with updating signs. 
 
A committee will be established to review policies and ordinances related to dogs and bikes in 
Emmenegger and other nature parks.  Wallace Ward will chair the committee, which will also include 
Kate LeGrand, Tom Riggs, Carol Gilster, John Baker and citizen at large Gwynn Wahlmann. 
 
 b) Emmenegger Park Nature Playground Grant Opportunity 
 
Murray Pounds reported on an opportunity for a grant to develop a nature or natural playground in 
Emmenegger Park.  He presented some images showing nature playground elements.  After discussion 
consensus was reached that more time is required to develop ideas and concepts and consideration 
could be given to applying for such a grant at a later time. 
 



 

 

 c) Walker Lake Phase 4 Construction Contract Recommendation 
 
Murray Pounds reported that three bids were received for the Walker Lake Phase 4 project.  The bids 
received were: 

 Two Alpha, $348,946.50 

 Ideal Landscape, $407,368.00 

 The Harlan Company, $417,500.00 
 
Murray reported that Ideal Landscape presented a voluntary alternate that would save $60,000 off their 
bid by replacing the specified cobblestone material in the creek bed with Meramec shot rock.  Murray 
presented images of the two types of materials.  Consensus was reached that the cobblestone material 
was preferred.   
 
Motion made by Wallace Ward, seconded by Scott Stream to recommend to City Council that a contract 
with Two Alpha be entered into for completing the Walker Lake Phase 4 project. 
 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 
VI. SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT 
 
Pete Laufersweiler discussed the park maintenance report.  Key tasks included winterizing restrooms 
and irrigation systems and the end of fall programming. 
 
VII. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

 Work is finally underway on repairs to Kirkwood Park Restroom #1.  An issue with two large 
cracks in the exterior wall is to be addressed next week. 

 Murray will be assisting in reviewing applications for the Municipal Park Grant Commission 
program.  33 applications, totaling over $9 million were received.  A total of $6.8 million is to be 
awarded.  

 The feasibility study process for the community center is moving forward, with City Council 
approving the first stage of the study.  Staff, stakeholder and partner interviews will be taking 
place in the next few weeks. 

 The City and Park Department were given an award for Outstanding Governmental Cooperation 
by the East West Gateway Coordinating for support given to Operation Clean Stream this 
summer. 

 Park Board members were cautioned about using e-mail as a method of conducting discussion 
on park related issues.  Board members should include the Director on any e-mails that are 
shared with other Board members.  Murray will be talking with the City’s legal representative 
regarding the use of e-mail by members who are unable to physically attend meetings. 

 An inquiry has been received from staff at Powder Valley regarding the possibility of having a 
bench installed in the natural area of Emmenegger Park.  Murray will report back on further 
details at the next meeting. 
 

VIII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS AND REPORTS 
 



 

 

Wallace Ward reported participating on a hay ride in Kirkwood Park and had a good experience.  His 
driver was Pete Laufersweiler. 
 
John Baker announced a session of the Shaw Professional Landscape Salon series is scheduled to be held 
in Kirkwood on November 21.  Murray Pounds reported that the event had been canceled due to a lack 
of participation but will be rescheduled at a later date. 
 
The next Park Board meeting will be on December 15, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
   
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Park Board Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 
 

 


