
 

 

 
 

 

 

KIRKWOOD PARK BOARD 

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2013 

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER 

111 S. GEYER ROAD, ROOM 202 

MEETING MINUTES 

       

 
In attendance: Alan Hopefl, Steve Coates, Lisa Balbes, Carl Eklund, Rick Bagy, Kirk Hutchison, John 

Baker 

 

Staff:  Murray Pounds, Curt Carron 

 

Excused: Tom Riggs, Carol Gilster 

 

Park Board meeting convened at 7:05 p.m., chaired by Alan Hopefl. 

 

I. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Chris Kapahnke 

541 Iris, Kirkwood, MO. 

 

Mr. Kapahnke discussed the Kirkwood Park plans for the handball court.  He said the plan now calls for 

one court somewhere in the tennis courts.  Mr. Kapahnke said: Promised years ago by the Park Board 

they would have two handball courts. Old handball courts were well attended.  A $20,000 donation was 

made by a private source for a handball court.  The handball people would like to have two-four handball 

courts for future generations to enjoy live play and tournaments. 

 

Mr. Larry Beze, President of the Handball Courts Association said Kirkwood should have at least two 

handball courts.  Mr. Beze said the courts were filled on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  No park has just one 

handball court.  The wait would be 30-45 minutes. People will not show up with one court. This is an 

opportunity to make handball a big sport in Kirkwood.  Forest Park has eight courts. Francis Park has two 

indoor and two outdoor courts.  Bridgeton has five courts. 

 

John Willis 

640 W Woodbine 

Kirkwood, MO 

 

Mr. Willis said we need at least two-four courts in Kirkwood.  He also thinks this would be a great 

opportunity for Kirkwood.  The courts would be for handball and racquetball.  These are great sports for 

parents and children. 

 



 

 

Michael Von Gerichten 

441 Iris, Kirkwood, MO. 

 

Michael Von Gerichten is the Kirkwood High School Racquetball League Coach.  Mr. Von Gerichten 

said Kirkwood Parks might be able to offer a Junior Racquetball program.  He said children in Oregon 

start playing racquetball as early as second grade. This is a good sport for families.  Mr. Von Gerichten 

said he would like to see four courts in Kirkwood.  There are racquetball leagues in this area 

and this would be a good opportunity to have tournaments in Kirkwood. 

 

 

DanWhitley 

1027 Romine 

Kirkwood, MO. 

 

Dan Whitley is the President of the Missouri Racquetball Association, Racquetball Director at Vetta 

Sports, Director of Missouri High School Racquetball League and National High School Racquetball 

Commissioner.  Dan is also the 2013 US Olympic Committee Racquetball Coach of the Year. 

 

Dan said this is a great recreation program for families. This is a sport where parents can play with 

children.  This is a good introduction to sports for children. There are racquetball leagues in this area 

and this would be a good opportunity to have tournaments in Kirkwood. Dan would like to introduce this 

sport to as many people as possible.  

 

Chris Kapahnke said the handball/racquetball courts would fit in the tennis court area nicely.  He told the 

Board the group could help with the layout and they would also volunteer their time.  They could give  

Kirkwood insight to how they would like to see the handball/racquetball courts set up. 

 

Mr. Kapahnke thanked the Board for their time. 

   

II. APPROVAL OF MAY 17, 2013 PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

May 17, 2013 Park Board Meeting Minutes accepted. 

  

Lisa Balbes-abstain 

Rick Bagy-abstain 

Kirk Hutchison-abstain 

 

III. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) None 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 

a) Request for Fee Reduction for Meacham Park Homecoming 

 

Colleen Moore, member of the New Meacham Park Homecoming Committee said she did not get a 

breakdown for the Park Board’s services and staff overtime she had requested.  Murray Pounds told Ms. 

Moore he would get copies of the labor costs for the last three years and get it to her. Murray Pounds said 

the total cost, including labor and facility rental for this year ran $230.00.  This is due to the transfer of 

tables being eliminated and the crowd was lighter due to threatening weather which meant less trash to 

pick up.  The Park Department also was able to use one of the seasonal laborers on the Saturday evening 

trash pickup run which reduced the cost even further. 



 

 

 

Ms. Moore said they do want an itemized bill for this year’s event which was held on June 1, 2013. 

She said they want to see what services they are actually paying Kirkwood Parks for this event. 

 

Motion was made by Carl Eklund to table this until the July Park Board meeting. 

Lisa Balbes seconded the motion. 

 

All approved.  Motion passed.  

 

b) Consideration of Proposed Bylaw Change To Designate Starting of Term of Office for Park 

Board Officers 

 

Alan Hopefl said we had the needed 2/3 Board membership at this meeting to approve the Proposed 

Bylaw Change. 

 

Motion made by John Baker to approve the Amendment to Article VI (Officers) Section 6.02 of 

Kirkwood Park Board By-Laws.  Section 6.02 is amended to read: 

The officers of the Park Board shall be elected each year at the first regular Park Board Meeting in the 

month of April. They shall hold office until their successors are duly elected and qualified.  The newly 

elected officers will assume their office at the first regular Park Board meeting in the Month of May. 

Motion seconded by Steve Coates. 

 

All approved.  Motion passed. 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 

     a) Consideration of Endorsement of Contracts with C. Rallo Contracting, Planning  

         Design Studio and Hercules Construction Management for Central Ridge Phase 4 

 

A legislative request is scheduled to be acted on by City Council at the June 20
th
 meeting in regards to 

putting C. Rallo Contracting under contract to complete the Central Ridge Phase 4 project. The request is 

for the base bid for $557,000 and Murray Pounds also recommended the acceptance of the alternate for 

the shade structures ($27,000) and the concrete curbs around the parking lot ($11,000) for a total price of 

$595,000.  In addition Murray submitted a request to put Planning Design Studios under contract to 

provide construction period services for $26,105 and one to put Hercules Construction Management 

Company under contract to provide owner’s representative services for the project at a not to exceed cost 

of $21,000.  Total for these three contracts is $642,105.  The total project amount available at this time is 

$742,600. 

 

Murray said he would like to have an endorsement from the Park Board for these three contracts. 

The discussion also gives an opportunity to respond to the request from a group of handball and 

racquetball players to increase the number of courts in the project from one to two. 

 

Murray told the Park Board members in attendance the Parks and Recreation Master Plan did speak of 

relocating the racquetball/handball courts to the tennis area.  The plan proposed that they be located to the 

south of the existing tennis courts, adding to the impervious footprint for racquet sports.  The changes 

since 2005 in terms of storm water issues influenced the decision to replace one tennis court with at least 

one of the racquetball/handball court and not add additional impervious surface in the park. 

Murray said he had talked with the proposed contractor and the cost to replace the half-court basketball 

function with a second court will probably cost between $10,000 and $15,000. 

 



 

 

Discussion followed on the handball/racquetball courts.  Murray said the a second racquetball/handball 

court could be added, but at the expense of the basketball court.  Curt Carron said the basketball court by 

the water tower is only used a couple of times a week by a few kids. 

 

It was agreed that basketball courts are generally available throughout Kirkwood, including schools, 

churches, Meacham Park Memorial Park and Avery Park.  

 

John Baker asked if fees could be charged similar to tennis courts charges and what would the reaction 

be?  Rick Bagy said he thought two handball/racquetball courts was a reasonable request and supported 

adding another handball/racquetball court.  The two handball/racquetball courts could be on one tennis 

court, either 9 or 10 and the other court could still be used for lessons and daily tennis players during the 

tennis season. 

 

Rick Bagy made a motion to add an additional handball/racquetball court to the current Central Ridge 

Phase 4 plan. 

Steve Coates seconded the motion. 

Steve Coates made an amendment to the motion to add an additional three wall, long wall court to the 

plan.  

John Baker seconded the amendment to the motion. 

 

All approved.  Motion passed. 

 

A motion was made by Kirk Hutchison to recommend to City Council approving C. Rallo Contracting to 

complete the Central Ridge Phase 4 project for the base bid of $557,000 and acceptance of the alternate 

for the shade structures ($27,000) and the concrete curbs around the parking lot ($11,000) for a total 

contract price of $595,000, and in addition to placing Planning Design Studios under contract to provide 

construction period services for $26,105 and putting Hercules Construction Management Company under 

contract to provide owner’s representatives for the project at a not to exceed cost of $21,000.  Total for 

these three contracts is $642,105. Carl Eklund seconded the motion. 

 

All approved.  Motion passed. 

 

b) Consideration of Proposal From Horner & Shifrin, Inc. for Monroe Creek Design 

 

A motion was made by John Baker to approve the proposal from Horner & Shifrin to provide design 

service for the Monroe Creek bank not to exceed the fee of $25,400 to go against account 201-5101-

452.75-04, Project PF1407.   Steve Coates seconded the motion. 

 

All approved.  Motion passed. 

 

Motion made by Carl Eklund to appropriate an additional $7,400 from reserves for the Monroe Creek 

Design proposal against account 201-5101-452.7509.  Rick Bagy seconded the motion. 

 

All approved. Motion passed. 

 

 

c) Consideration of Proposal From Horner & Shifrin, Inc, for Greentree Park Creek 

Stabilization Design Services 
 



 

 

The Board members want more detailed information on the proposal from Horner & Shifrin, Inc., for the 

Greentree Park Creek Stabilization Design Services.  They would like more information on the use of 

geotechnical and horticultural services.   

 

The Greentree Park Creek Stabilization Design Services is tabled until the July Park Board meeting. 

 

 

d) Consideration of Purchase of Riding Mower From William Nobbe Company 

 

A memo from Curt Carron was included in the Park Board packet regarding a Riding Mower Purchase. 

A proposal was received from the William Nobbe Company for a 2010 demo model JD1445 with a 72” 

deck, full factory new equipment warranty, duel rear wheels, with pricing including a NJPA discount. 

The Fleet director has inspected the 2010 unit at the dealership and approves the purchase, as does our 

Purchasing Department.  Since it is a demo and in stock, there will not be any delay in receiving the new 

equipment.  The offering by Nobbe is as follows: 

 

2010 JD1445-D  $15,137.52 

2010 72” Deck  $ 2,555.74 

Total Purchase    $17,693.26 

 

A new 2010 machine would cost over $27,000 and a new 2013 unit would cost over $30,000.  The 2010 

demo unit has 100 hours on it, which is a typical break-in period, comes with the deck, dual rear wheels, 

factory warranty and the NJPA discount applied to the purchase price. 

 

Kirk Hutchison made a motion to approve the purchase of a 2010 JD1445-D with deck from William 

Nobbe & Company for the offered purchase price of $17,693.26.  Carl Eklund seconded the motion. 

 

All approved.  Motion passed. 

 

e) Maintenance Report 

 

The Monthly Report for June 2013, for period May 21 through June 17 is included in the packet. 

 

Curt said the storm that occurred on the afternoon, June 17, 2013 felled a tree which damaged the entry 

gate to the maintenance center and other trees were damaged as well. The storm pulled the tops out of two 

of the trees by restroom #3. The storm did a small amount of damage to the fence on tennis court #5.  

 

Curt Carron’s report covered the following topics: 

 

Meacham Park Homecoming    Walker Lake 

Irrigation and BFPs     Fireman’s Park 

Playground Equipment     Flood Yet Again 

Pistol Range Landscape     400 S. Fillmore 

Drain Line at Amphitheater    KSDT Meets 

SBD Project 

 

f) Other Matters 

None 

 

VI. DIRECTOR‘S REPORT 

 



 

 

The Walker Lake Phase 3 construction project is essentially finished. 

Kirkwood Park is not being considered for the Emergency Communication Tower. 

The July 4
th
 preparations are going well.  Murray will not be here for the 4

th
 of July celebrations. 

Murray will be on vacation from June 28 through July 7
th
.   

Emmenegger Nature Park management plan is being developed by the Department of Conservation. 

Murray said he will forward the cultural history of Emmenegger Park to the Board before the next 

meeting. 

A copy of the End of Fiscal Year Park Fund Financial Report is included in the Park Board packet. 

 

Total Revenue  $1,564,000 ($78,200 over budget) 

Expenses                        $1,502,858 ($45,112 under budget) 

Capital Expenditures $122,042 

Change in Fund Balance  +$61,963 

 

 

 

VII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS AND REPORTS 

 

Carl Eklund said good job was done on containing the cost of City provided health insurance for the City 

employees. Mayor Art McDonnell said Georgia Ragland, ACAO, does an excellent job with taking care 

of Kirkwood’s Health and Dental plans.  

 

Steve Coates said Walker Lake looks great. 

Murray Pounds said he has had many positive comments on Walker Lake. 

Alan Hopefl said he attended Keysor’s Project Idea dedication and they had a big crowd. 

There will be an Implementation Committee meeting on Thursday at 3:00 p.m. to meet with the 

consultant who will be working on the Greentree Park prairie/wetlands plans. 

 

II. ADJOURNMENT   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 

 


