
 

KIRKWOOD PARK BOARD 

MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2013 

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER, 

111 S. GEYER ROAD, ROOM 202 

MEETING MINUTES 

       

 
In attendance: Alan Hopefl, Tom Riggs, Steve Coates, Lisa Balbes, Carl Eklund, Rick Bagy, Kirk 

Hutchison, Carol Gilster 

 

Staff:  Murray Pounds, Curt Carron 

 

Excused: John Baker 

 

Park Board meeting convened at 7:05 p.m., chaired by Alan Hopefl. 

 

I. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

Gwyn Wahlmann 

1002 W.Adams 

 

Questions regarding the Trailnet Walking/Biking Planning Opportunity 

 

1 Will Trailnet utilize a public forum before or after any planning? 

2 Will Trailnet’s plan have input from MoDot, St. Louis County, Army Corp of Engineers, 

   and GRG? 

3. Does Trailnet’s map show existing trails through the park, paved and unpaved? 

4. Would like to know the title and purpose of the grant. 

5. What is the source of the grant? 

 

Deborah Matush 

1455 Craigwold Rd. 

 

Mrs. Matush has been a neighbor of Emmenegger Park for eighteen years.  She would like more 

information on the walking/biking trail plan.  Her property borders Emmenegger to the North. She has a 

buffer field between her property and the park. Some of the public use their driveway as an entrance and 

exit to the park. Mrs. Matush said some of the public are rude when they are told they are on private 

property and need to stay on the trail.  Some people use the grassy field and release their dogs with no 

leashes and she has had dogs charge at her. Mrs. Matush said to call the police or park rangers is a waste 

of time.  She said to be mindful of any trail plans connecting Emmenegger and Greentree Park. Mrs. 

Matush said she does want to be involved with any discussions regarding walk/bike trails.   

   

Mike Wilhelm 

1345 Craigwold  

 

Mr. Wilhelm does not want the walking/bike trail.  He said this would be an invitation to the public to 

trespass on his property.  He would like to see the trail on the other side of the river.  Mr. Wilhelm said he 

definitely wants to be included in any discussions. 

 



 

 

Dave Eagleton 

411 Clark 

 

Mr. Eagleton said the bike/walk plan is an incredible opportunity and 80% of the bike/walk trail planning 

would be paid by Federal Funds with Kirkwood paying the additional 20%.  Emmenegger would be 

included. No one is excluded from discussion. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MARCH 18, 2013 PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

Motion made by Tom Riggs to approve the amended March 18, 2013 Park Board Meeting Minutes, 

seconded by Carol Gilster. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Lisa Balbes- abstained  

Rick Bagy-abstained 

 

V.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

a) Eagle Scout Path Project at Fireman’s Park 

 

The Park Board went to New Business for Ben Moeller’s Eagle Scout Path Project presentation. 

 

Ben Moeller, Keysor Troop 352 introduced himself to the board.  Ben did a presentation on his project, a 

walking wood chip trail at Fireman’s Park.   

 

Fireman’s Park is located behind Firehouse #2.  The trail will go from the parking lot behind the firehouse 

to the bunker.  The trail will be wood chips. The length of the trail is 300 yards.  The path would be for 

hikers, walkers, and pets.  There will be two footbridges to install and will be made from telephone poles. 

The plans call for two picnic tables and two benches. The signage will show the park name and who 

created the trail.  The park will not be ADA compliant. The benches will have plaques with the donor 

names inscribed on them.  If approved the trail project construction planning will be at the end of May 

and construction would start in June. The firemen at Firehouse #2 are fine with the plans. They do not use 

the designated area. 

 

Ben will work with Murray Pounds and Curt Carron on this project. 

 

Motion made by Kirk Hutchison to approve the  Fireman’s Park Trail Project pending the Fire 

Department’s, Murray Pounds and Curt Carron’s review.  Steve Coates seconded the motion. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Lisa Balbes abstained. 

 

b) Walk/Hike/Bike Trail and Route Planning Opportunity 

 

Murray Pounds included a memo in the Park Board packet with information regarding a city wide 

pedestrian and biking planning opportunity that had been offered to the Kirkwood City Council and the 



Park Board. Included in the Park Board packet is information on Trailnet’s Bikeable Walkable 

Community Planning Program and a request for an application.  

 

Trailnet is the only local agency that has access to the federal funds that would be utilized in this process.  

Under the program the federal government would provide 80% of the funding required, with the local 

community providing the remaining 20%.   

 

The current Park Fund capital allocation includes money to conduct a review and updated Hike/Bike Trail 

Plan included as part of the 2005 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  Taking advantage of this federal 

grant program would meet the desire to review and update the plan and take a more robust look at 

pedestrian and bike needs throughout the community. 

 

Because this planning process cuts across department lines it would be helpful to have the support of both 

City Council and Park Board.  If both bodies agree then it would be possible to move forward 

immediately with submitting any necessary application to try to secure the federal grant dollars. 

Murray then introduced Cindy Mense, Director of Programs for Trailnet, a local hiking and biking 

advocacy group and planning agency. 

 

Ms. Mense gave the background of Trailnet’s Walkable Bikeable Communities Program which was 

developed to guide local communities in making smart, strategic investments in bicycle and pedestrian 

improvements and programs.  

 

Trailnet developed the Walkable Bikeable Communities Program to guide local communities in making 

smart and strategic investments in bicycle and pedestrian improvements and programs.  Walkable and 

bikeable public spaces can increase residential property values, stimulate economic development, 

decrease greenhouse gas emissions, reduce automobile congestion, and enhance quality of life for 

residents of all ages and abilities. 

 

Trailnet has secured more than $1,000,000 in federal funding to support local bicycle and pedestrian 

planning efforts. 

 

A list of Trailnet’s bikeable Walkable Communities, by phase of federal funding with the consultant 

vendor was also given to the Park Board. 

 

This list also had other completed plans (not utilizing federal funding) included. 

 

Motion made by Steve Coates to proceed with the application to Trailnet in order to pursue the grant 

funding for a pedestrian, biking and trail plan. Tom Riggs seconded the motion. 

 

All Approved.  Motion passed. 

 

Mayor Art McDonnell said the City Council is in favor with the project if the Park Board favors the 

project. 

 

III.COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

There were no committee reports. 

 

 IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 

a) Food Truck Policy 



 

The Park Board members in attendance went over the revised food truck policy and application process. 

 

Motion made by Carl Eklund to approve the Food Truck Policy, seconded by Lisa Balbes. 

 

All approved.  Motion passed. 

 

 V.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

c) Election of Park Board Officers for 2013-14 

 

Carol Gilster nominated Alan Hopefl for President of the Park Board for term of one year. 

 

Alan Hopefl was elected unanimously. 

 

Alan Hopefl-abstained. 

 

Carol Gilster nominated John Baker for Vice-President of the Park Board for a term of one year. 

 

John Baker was elected unanimously. 

 

Carol Gilster nominated Kirk Hutchison for Treasurer of the Park Board for a term of one year. 

 

Kirk Hutchison was elected unanimously. 

 

Alan Hopefl submitted a proposal to amend the current Kirkwood Park Board By-Laws. 

 

As per Article IX (Amendments) of the Kirkwood Park Board By-Laws a proposal to amend Article VI, 

Section 6.02 of the current By-Laws is requested. 

 

Section 6.02 is to have the addition of a statement stating that “newly elected officers of the Park Board 

will take office at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Park Board”.  
 

Murray Pounds said he would put this on the agenda at the next Park Board meeting. 

 

d) Maintenance Report 

 

A copy of the Monthly Report for April 2013 was included in the Park Board packet for period March 19 

through April 12.  Curt went over the following subjects and answered any questions that were asked. 

 

First Flood of 2013     Inline BMP Products 

Softball Season Delayed    # 1 Park Water Tank  

Restroom Renovations     Construction Update  

SBD Landscape Initiated    MDC Fish Survey 

 

e) Other Matters 

 

The Park fund budget as approved by the Park Board included funds for materials and supplies in addition 

to costs for personnel to maintain landscape areas in downtown Kirkwood.  Those funds are shown in 

previously established accounts in the final draft of the budget.  Now that new accounts, segregated to 

show the costs for materials for the downtown operation have been established Murray proposed the 



following re-allocations for the downtown Kirkwood horticulture program from accounts where they 

were originally budgeted to new accounts that will help track costs for the program: 

 

$820 from account 201-5101-452.6608 (tools) to account 201-5111-451-6114 

$2,000 from account 201-5101-452-6801 (small capital) to account 201-5111-451-6114 

$15,350 from account 201-5101-452-6116 (landscape) to account 201-5111-452-6115 

$2,625 from account 201-5101-452-8005 (fuel/lubricants) to account 201-5111-452-8005 

 

Motion made by Tom Riggs to approve the re-allocations as written and seconded by Carl Eklund. 

 

All approved.  Motion passed. 

 

VI. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Murray Pounds reported Walker Lake should be finished in 2 weeks if the weather cooperates. 

It will beneficial to rebid the Central Ridge Phase 4 portion of the Consolidated Implementation Plan that 

is currently underway.  Bids will be issued later this month. 

Alan Hopefl, Steve Coates, Curt Carron, Murray Pounds will meet with Purchasing Department to look at 

proposals from firms interested in working on the Greentree Park prairie/wetlands plan. 

Andrew Snider’s Eagle Scout Project for the dugouts 13 and 14 at Greentree Park has been completed and 

the new dugouts look good. 

The results from the borings near the water tower at Kirkwood Park have shown there are no issues that 

would prevent the construction of an emergency communication tower.  Despite that finding the St. Louis 

Count Emergency Communications Commission is examining other options in the Kirkwood area.  There 

likely will be a public forum if they do select any area in Kirkwood. 

 

VII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS AND REPORTS 

 

Alan Hopel said the Geology Hike at Quarry Park on March 30
th
 was well attended and had about 40-50 

Girls Scouts. The Spring Wildflower Hike on April 6 had about 15-20 in attendance, even though the 

weather did not cooperate.  The Mushroom Hike on April 13
th
 at Emmenegger Park had about 20 in 

attendance.  The April 20
th 

event will be at Emmenegger Park, a Bird and Butterfly Walk.  The hikes all 

start at 10:00 a.m.   

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

 


