
 
 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

Minutes 

January 10, 2012 

6:30 p.m. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Darnel Frost. 

 

Present:    Absent: 

     

Margaret Duwe   

Darnel Frost  

Genevieve Hodges         

John Hoffmann 

Ed Johnston 

Romona Miller 

Tere Owens 

Stacy Reliford 

 

City Council Liaison:  Council Member Iggy Yuan - Absent 

 

Staff Liaison:  Chief Administrative Officer Mike Brown - Absent 

 

Also Attending:  Kathie Valentine, Administration Department 

 

Visitors:  Pastor David Bennett, Andrew Shaughnessy, PROMO 

 

Roll Call 

 

Roll call was taken by Maggie Duwe.  Attendance is reflected above. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Motion was made by Tere Owens and seconded by Maggie Duwe to approve the minutes 

of the December 13, 2011 meeting. All in favor, motion carried.   

 

Council Liaison Comments 

 

None. 

 

Visitor Comments 

 



Andrew Shaughnessy, PROMO, attended the meeting to follow up on his request that the 

City of Kirkwood pass a non-discrimination ordinance which would update the already 

existing protections guaranteed by the city to include sexual orientation and gender 

identity.  Stacy Reliford provided a handout of various ordinances to be amended (copy 

attached).  PROMO is a statewide organization advocating for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender equality through legislative action. 

 

After discussion, motion was made by Darnel Frost and seconded by Ed Johnston that a 

letter be drafted with the Commission’s recommendation for proposed ordinance 

additions regarding sexual orientation and gender identity.  The letter will be reviewed by 

Commission members at the February meeting, and if approved, signed by all 

Commission members prior to sending to the City Council.  The motion passed with 

Genevieve Hodges opposing.  There was also a recommendation that the City Council be 

contacted prior to sending the letter so that the subject matter would not be a surprise to 

them.  

 

Genevieve Hodges advised the Commission that morally she did not approve of the 

language. Romona Miller added that the Commission was not necessarily condoning it 

but protecting individual’s rights so that they cannot be mistreated because of their sexual 

orientation.   

 

Essay Contest 

 

Romona Miller advised that she would be distributing information regarding the essay 

contest the following day to heads of departments, English department chairs and 

teachers at Kirkwood, Vianney and Ursuline.  Tere Owens requested that information 

also be sent to St. Joseph Academy.  Pastor Bennett recommended that information be 

included in the E-News. 

 

HRC Annual Report 

 

Ed Johnston volunteered to write and present the annual report.  Points of expectation 

from the mediation agreement should be included in the report.   

 

Brochure Design 

 

Romona Miller will send a copy of the draft brochure to Darnel Frost.  It was 

recommended that a meeting be held with Public Information Officer Beth von Behren in 

order to finalize the brochure as soon as possible.   

 

Elections 

 

The election for Chair and Vice Chair were tabled until the February meeting. 

 

Strategic Plan 

 

Tere Owens reminded the Commission that they need to make assignments to the various 

parts of the strategic plan.  Stacy Reliford will e-mail the updated version to members.    



 

 

 

 

 

Robinson School 

 

Darnel Frost advised that he had met with Jennifer Sisul of Robinson School.  He, David 

Bennett, and Genevieve Hodges had attended meetings regarding holding an educational 

fair prior to the start of the next school year.  At this point discussions are ongoing with 

Robinson School with the hope that the educational fairs will become district wide.  

Darnel Frost encouraged the Commission members to participate.  Romona Miller 

suggested that the fair be held in July right after summer school ends.   

 

Upcoming Meetings 

 

The next regular meeting of the Human Rights Commission will be held on February 13, 

2012 at 6:30 p.m. at Kirkwood City Hall.   

 

Adjourn 

 

Motion was made by Darnel Frost and seconded by Ed Johnston to adjourn.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

 

      ___________________________  

      Margaret Duwe, Secretary 


